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His Diſcourſe is word for word, as the 
'* Title pretends, what was Preached in 
two Sermons at St. Maries at Cambridge, 
& place where there are as good Judges, 
though not fo many - cenſurers as we 
have here at London ; 1 Praxted it becauſe 
I thought it might do good, and for noother 
reaſon, and 1 Dave added ro.it large diſe 
courſe in Vindication and defence of it, 
wherein the.true bounds of Neceſſity and 
Freedom will be more accurately ſtated, 
which I have promiſed Myr. Sympſon ſhell 
follow it by the Commencement, and I will 
be as good as mywerd. God grant that the 
conſideration of that truth which is in theſe 
papers endeavoured to be made out, may have 
that influence which is ought to have upos. 
your life and mine. | 


Farewell. 
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Ex 0OD. 4. 21: 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, when 
. thou goeit to return into Egypt , 
fee that thou do all thoſe Wonders 
before Pharaoh, which Thave put 
into thine hand, but I will harden 
his Heart that he ſhall not let the 
People go. XL 


T may ſeem very ſtrange at firſt 
ſight, that God ſhould harden 
the heart of Pharaoh , and by 
that means be the occaſion, nay, 

the . neceſſary and irreliſtible 

cauſe of his not letting the people go, 

and yet inflict ſo many and ſo 6 

Calamities upon him. and his people ; 

that if he had hardened it himſelf, and 

if. this Obſtinacy of his: had been his 

fault, as it {ſeems to have been his Mil- 

fortune, he could not have been more 

ſharpely treated for it than he was ; oy 
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let it be never ſo ſtrange, it is not more 
ſtrange than true. 

For that this hardning of Pharaoh's 
heart, was a thing of Gods doing, and 
that Pharaoh himſelf could not poſh = 
avoid it, 1s ſo plain from the expreſs 
words of Scripture, Exod. 14. 21. c. 7. 
13, 22, Oc. that nothing can be more. 
The force of ſo many places where this 
1s expreſly aſſerted cannot be with- 
ſtood, and yet notwithſtanding this, 
we find ſuch a diſmal train and ſeries 
of the moſt terrible and dreadful 
Plagues, following one upon the Neck 
of the other , till at laſt both he and 
all his Hoſt, after the deſtruQtion of 
the Firſt-bory in every Houſe, were 
drowned, and finally deſtroyed in the 
Rea-Sea ; that if he had been guilty of 
a voluntary and willful detance of 
God and his ſervant Moſes, and of an 
obſtinate and ſtubborn perſeverance in 
{o great a_ Sin, it had bm impoſlible 
to plague him or his people more ſe- 
verely for it. 

For the more clear and evident ſolu- 
tion of which diſhculty, wee muſt 
look a little backward into the Hiſtor 
of thoſe times. We know very well 
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what Power and Authority Joſeph had 
in Egypt, and how hecame by it ; we 
know likewiſe that for his ſake, his Fa- 
ther and Brethren, together with their 
Wives, Children , and Famihes , had 
the moſt fruitful, and fertile Province 


of all Eeypr the Landof Goſhen , af- 
{ligned them for their Habitation, where 
under the Favour and ProteCtion of the 


Egyptian King, then Reigning, they en- 
—_ all er of Peace, Þr olperity 
and Plenty, and Grew, and Multiply- 
ed exceedingly, as well in Men as 
tubſtance ; in ſo much, that ſome time 
after, in the Reign of an other King, 
who had no knowledge of Joſeph, nor 
of the great Obligations by hun con- 
ferred on the Land and Inhabitants of 
Egypt ; and therefore probably was not 
the very next King to that other in 
whoſe time Fofeps flouriſhed and ru- 
led over Egypt, they were grown fo 
tormidable by their Numbers and Rich- 

es, that Pharaoh {aid unto his People, 
Behold the people of the Children of Ifracl 
are more 4nd mightier than we, come on, 
let ms deal wiſely nith them, leſt they 
Multiply, and it come to paſs, that when 
there falls out any War, they joyne aifo 
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unto our Enemies, and fight againſt us , 
and ſo get them up out of the Land. Exod. 
1.v.9, 10. And from this time for- 
ward, they uſed all imaginable means 
to oppreſs them. Therefore they . did 
ſet over them hard task-Maſters to afftict 
them with their Burtheas.. v. 11. and 
they made their lives bitter with hard Bon- 
dage , in Morter and Brick, and in all 
manner of Service in the Field ; all their 
Service wherewith they made them ſerve 
was with Rigour. v. 14. Nay, to that 
extremity did the Tyranny of this 
wicked King proceed, that he put out 
a moſt Barbarous and Bloody Edict, 
Commanding all the - Midwives to 
make away all the Male Children of 
the Hebrew-Race, as they came into the 
World : Which if it had been execu- 
ted with like Cruelty, to that by which 
it was Commanded , the whole ſtock 
and race of the Jews. muſt inevitably 
have Periſhed : but it 1s ſaid, that the 
Midwives feared God, and did not as the 
King Commanatd them, but ſaved the 
Mex Children alive, v. 179, And with 
what Cruelty the Egyptian Taskmaſt- 
ers uſed the 1/raclites, may be ſeen in 
part from the imperious and ſevere be- 

haviour 
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haviour of ene of them, c. 2. v. rr. 
Which affront and indignity put upon 
his Countryman and Friend, Moſes 
was' {0 little able to brook, that, ima- 
gining himſelf to be ſecure from all 
danger of diſcovery, Whez he had look- 
ed this way, and that way, and when he 


ſaw there was no man, he flew the Egyp- 


tian, and hid him in the Sand. v. 12. 


For which Fact of his, being notwith- 


ſtanding after all his cantion diſcove- 
red, he was forced to fly from the face 
of Pharaoh, and dwell in the land of Mi- 
dian. v. 15. During whichtime it fo 
fell out, that Pharaoh the then King 
of Egypt died, v. 23. And it came to 


| paſs inproceſs of time, that the King of 


Egypt dzed. And that this time happe- 
ned during the continuance of Moſes in 
the land of Mzdzay, is plain from. 6. 4. 
V.19. Ard the Lord ſaid unto Moſes 
in Midian, go return into Egypt, for all 
the men are dead which ſought thy life. 
But Pharaoh himſelf was one of thoſe 
men, and indeed the chief of them all, 
and whom he had moſt reaſon to be a- 
fraid: of, c. 2. v.'15. Now when Pha- 
raoh heard this thing, he ſought to /lty 
Moſes. Therefore it is plain , that he 
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was dead alſo, and that therefoxe thoſe 
words, v. 23. (And it came to paſs in 
proceſs of time, that the Kzng of Egypt 
_ died) muſt be underſtood of ſome part 
of that interval, which —_ du- 
ring the Habitation and abode of Moſes 
in the land of Mrdzen. 

We have no plain and diſtinct 
account of this Kings Succeſſor , but it 
is plain that here he ended thus Life, 
and here another Reign began , being 
ſo far from being more favorable to the 
Iſraelites than the former , that it was 
rather more. harſh and ſevere ; there- 
fore we hear of new Complaints, and 
immediately after the relation of the 
former Kings Death, wv. 23. in the 
words above cited, it 1s added, Ad the 
Children of lirael ſighed by reaſon of the 
bondage, and they Cried, and their Cry 
came up unto God , by reaſon of their bou- 
adage, and v.24. God heara their groa- 
#ing, and God remembred his Covenant 
with Abraham , with Taac, aud with 
Jacob. Ani it was upon this ſcore, 
becauſe God knew ſo well as he did 
the perverineſs and wicked obſtinacy 
of this cruel Prince's inclinations , 
though he were left to himſelf, who 
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together with his Anceſtours had all a- 
long jealouſie that the 1/raclites delig- 
ned to get them up out of the Land, c. 
I.v.10. and were moſt firmly reſolved 
not to {utter it. I ſay it was upon this 
{core, as well as that God had purpoſed 
and deſigned to harden his heart, and 
to make that obſtinate and tiff Temper 
of his, {till more obdurate, and unre- 
lenting than it was before, that he 
ſaid, c. 8. v.19. Tam ſure that the 
Kzng of EgyPr will not let you go, 10 
z0t b, 4 mighty hand. 

So then, having laid down this plain 
and true State of the Condition of 
thoſe times, it will now be no hard 
matter, to give a plain and ſolid reſo- 
lution to this Quettion, Why God har- 
dened the heart of Pharasb, ſo that it 
doth not {ſeem to have been in his Pow- 
er to ſuffer the People to depart, and 
yet puniſhed him, and his whole Nati- 
on with that ſeverity, that if this obſti- 
nacy of his had been as Voluntary , 
as it ſeems to have been forced and per- 
featly Conſtrained, he could not” have 
ſuffered more heavy Puniſhments and 
Calamities for it ? The caſe 1n ſhort 1s 
this; he and his Predeceſlors, as it 
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ſhould ſeem, for at leaſt two or three 
Succefſions before him, had been guil- 
ty of that ſtrange Cruelty , Barbarity 
and Oppreſſion, in ſtudying and contri- 
ving ways how to vex and torment 
this miſerable People, ( which yet 
were the people whom God had choſen 
out of all the Nations of the Earth, to 
be a choſen and peculiar Seed , among 
whom he had determined to place his 
Holy name, andin the midſt of whom 
he had reſolved to dwell ) and in Exe- 
cuting thoſe their Barbarous and Hor- 
rid Deſigns, with ſo much ſeverity , 
and inhumane Rigour, that the cry of 
their Tyranny, Injuſtice, and oppreſfſi- 
on mixt with the Groans, and Tears of 
a poor miſerable, and enſlaved Nation, 
called ſo loud for Vengeance at the 
hand of God ; that the time was now 
come, wherein the Divine patience and 
forbearance ſeemed no longer able to 
ſtruggle with a wicked and perverſe 
Generation. | | 
Therefore we muſt look upon this 
hardening of Pharao}'s heart, together 
with thoſe Plagues and Puniſhments, 
that were conſequent upon it, not un- 
der the notion the one of a ſin, the 0- 
| | ther 
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ther of a Judgment inflicted upon him 
or his people for that Sin, but they are 
ſo many ſeveral and diftin&t Puniſh- 
ments , of that Voluntary and willful 
Cruelty, :and Injuſtice, of which he 
had been formerly. guilty : he did not 
ſend thoſe Plagues and Calamities, up. 
on him and'his people, becauſe he had 
hardened his heart , for- this were to 
puniſh where there was no Offence, 
but he both hardened his heart, and 
ſhowred down thoſe terrible and dif- 
mal Judgments, for the ſake of thoſe 
great and crying Sins, of Cruelty and 
wrongful Oppreſſion, and upon ac- 
count of his ſetting himſelf, as it were 
in an open defiance, and in a dire& 
oppoſition to the Divine Will and De- 
cree, by endeavouring to extirpate 
and root out that very people from oft 
the face of the Earth, which yet God 
had ſworn to Abraham, that he would 
multiply as the Stars of Heaven, and make 
them as the Sands of the Sea ſhore for 
zumber. Tt being juſt with God to pun- 
iſh Neglect with Stupidity , and will- 
ful Obſtinacy with tatal Obduration, 
as our Saviour ſerved the Scribes and 
Phariſees who had rejected, —_ 
| an 
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and ſet at nought his wholeſome Ad- 
vice and Do@trine, when he ſpake to 
them in a more Intelligible manner, 
by addreſſing himſelf to them. in Pa- 
rables and Fr apr” Mark , c. 4. 12. 
T hat ſeeing they might ſee, and not per- 
cetve, and hearing they might heay , and 
uot underſtand, leſt at any time they 
ſhould be converted, and their Sins ſhould 
be forgiven them, 

Not that God can with juſtice Con- 
demn a man to everlaſting Torments, 
merely becauſe he did not, or tould 
not underſtand his Duty , but when 
the opportunities of Mercy have been 
given, and the offers of Grace have 
been ſufficiently made, when they had 
a time formerly which they might 
have improved to their own advantage, 
and when it depended wholly upon 
themſelves whether they would under- 
ſtand or do their Duty or ao, which 
time they have careleſly let {lip, agd 
have beſides ſcornfully rejeCted thoſe 
good Adviſes that have been given, or 
willfully overlooked that manifeſt Vio- 
lence, Wrong, and Injuſtice, which did 
ſo plainly betray it ſelf to every Eye, 
that they could not chuſe but diſcern it 
themſelves, 
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themſelves, and yet have perſiſted af- 
ter all this in the ſame abominable and 
wicked PraCftiſes , then it is juſt with 
God to puniſh men with hardneſs of 
Heart, and blindnefs of Eyes, for which 
they are not, neither muſt they be 
ſuppoſed to beaiterwards Daxned , or 
Deſtrozed,, but both of theſe are two 


ſeveral and diſtin? Puniſhmenes inflict 


ed upon them for the ſake of the firſt 
Offence. 

It is therefore obſervable in the ninth 
Chapter to the Romans, where this 
caſe.of Pharaoh is among other inſtan- 
ces made uſe of by the Apoſtle, and 
where St, Paul introduces an ObjeQi- 
on complain g of the injuſtice of 
Pharaoh's puniſhment, who ſeemed to 
have been puniſhed for what he could 
not avoid, wv. I 7: T hou wilt ſay thes 
unto me, why doth he yet find fault ? For 
who hath reſted bis will ? St. Paul's 
anſwer to this Objection 1s twofold; 
Firſt, he reſolves this ſevere dealing: 
with Pharaoh, and his people, into the 
Sovereginty and abſolute Dominion Of 
God over his Creatures, by which he 
might jaſtly have done as much as 
this came to, that is no _ 
tnan 
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than the bare taking away of their 
Lives, though they had not offended 
him at all. . v. 20. Naybut, O man, 
who art thou that replyeſt againſt God, 
ſhall the thing formed , ſay to him that 
formed it, why haſt thou made me thus ? 
Hath not the Potter power over the Clay, 
of” the ſamie Lump, to make one V: oj 


unto Honour , and another unto Diſho- 


zour ? That is, the Potter by virtue 


of that abſolute and arbitrary Power , 
which he hath to diſpoſe of the C/a 
as ſhall ſeem beſt to himſelf, may out 
of the ſame Lump make 9ze Veſſel. for 
Sacred and Holy, another for Pro- 
phane, or ſervite Uſes, one'for more 
Clean and Howourable, another for more 
Contemptible and wile Employments , 
one more Beautiful and proportionably 
Graceful , another more Mygly and Mi/- 
ſhapen , one more Weak , another more 
ffrong and Laſting ; one, upon one or 
more of the Fr accounts , deſerving 
to be more Charily kept, and Cautiouſly 
preſerved; another upon one or all of 
the /atter reaſons, fit for nothing, but 
to be broken and trodden under foot of 
Men : He may juſtly take away all 
that Shape, or Beauty, or Proportion, or 
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Strength, or ſe, which he hath given 
it, and ſo God may do with his Crea- 
tures : He may deprive them without 
any Injuſtice of al that he hath gruen 
them, let it be what it will. 

But if we ſhould ſuppoſe this Porzer, 
when he hath made this Yeſſe/, to be 
able to animate 1t with a living Soul , 
capable of enjoying or being uneaſie to 
it ſelf, 'then, I doubt, he could not 
without manifeſt Injuſtice,, before any 
offence Committed, put his Veſſel into 
{ſuch a Condition, as ſhould make it 
eternally ſenſible of the moſt exqui- 


ſite Pain and Torment: From whence 


it will be eaſie to judge, how favorable 
this ſimilitude is to the black Non-ſence 
of abſolute and irrefpetFiveReprobation, 
or which is all one, how far God's pow- 
er, with reſpect to his Creatures, which: 
are the object of it, may lawfully be ex- 
tended : Since the enquiry 1s not who 
and who aretogether, 'but- what 1s in 
it ſelf Juſt; and what 1s _— , 
it being neceſſary , --upon ſuppoſition 
that juſtice 1s: a real' and mmutable 
thing, (and if it be not, then any 
thing may be any thing as the 7 de 
ſerves, and as the moſt es 
1a 
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ſhall determine ) that there ſhonld be 


ſome gexerdl and unalterable notion be- 
longing to it , preſcinded from parties 
tar Perſons and Cafes. 

And this is. tus firft anfwer, taken 


from the abfalute Power and Dominion 


of God : his fecond is taken from the 
Confideration of his J«/#ice in the Go- 
vernment of humane Afﬀairs, v. 22, 
What if God, willing to ſhew his Wrath, 
and to make his Power known, endured 
with much long ſuffering the Veſſels of 
mrath fitted for Eo lil that 1s, that 
though ir be very true, that God did 
afterwards by a particular Judgment 
harden the heart of the Egyptian King, 
fo that it feemed after this, in a manner 
fatal tohim, 'todo as he did, to be deaf 
to the Voice of God, and the Miracles 
of Moſes, and to thofe Plagues and 

Calamities with which they were at- 

tended, yet he did not do this, till af- 

ter much Loug-/uffering and Patience ; 

now all Ssffering or Patience ſuppoſeth 

a Fault, all Long-ſuffering a Comtinu- 
ance and obfetnate Perſeverance of the 
Perſon born with, in the commrſhon 
of one or more Sins, and every thing 


which is properly a fault or Sin, ſup 
peg 2ari 
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ſeth a Power of Choice or Freedom in 
in him that committeth it, it ſuppo- 
ſeth likewiſe a knowledg of the pravity 
and foul! xzatwre of the crime commit- 
ted, or at leaſt a poſſibility of coming 
to the won of it ; for invincible Tp- 
norance needeth no excuſe, and Neceſſity 
deftroys the ature of Sin, and of Re- 
ligion tO0. 

It is therefore true indeed, that God 
did harden the heart of Pharaoh, and 
that from this hardneff, which could 
not be diſtinguiſhed, by any ſenſible 
Effect, from a voluntary and willful 
Stubborneſs of his own , he was plea- 
{ed to take occaſfox to viſit him and his 
people with many and great Plagues ; 
but yet it is every whit as true, that he 
did not do this, till after many wilful 
and hainous Provocations, by which he 
had made himſelf a Veſſel of wrath, and 
fitted himſelf and his people for Deſtru- 
dion, And therefore in ſuch a Caſe, 
it was no marvel if he ſhould be wil- 
ling to ſbew his Wrath, and to make hi 
Power known, that 1s, to give ſo great 
an inſtance of the exerciſe of his Juſtice, 
and of his Soverazgnty, together, as he 


did in all thoſe Plagues which were in- 
flicted 
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fitted upon the Egyprians, which Ca- 
lamities highting- in Common upon 


themzall , though all were not equally 
-Guilty of that Tyranry and oppreſſ1- 


on for which they were ſent, were 
with reſpect to ſome an efte&t of the 
Divine Jace , and to others a proper 
Exerciſe of his Dominion, and in all of 
them more or leſs an Evidence of bo7h, 
Itt as much as no mari is perfec#ly Inno- 
cent, and every ſuch extraordinary 
Calamity, as thoſe inflicted upon the 
Egyptians were, 1s a plain and undoub- 
zed Indication of that Omnipotent arme, 
by which 1t is inflicted. The Concur- 
rence of both theſe Cauſes is likewiſe 
plainly intimated ; v. x7. which 1s a 
Citation out of Exed. 9. 16. Foy the 
Scripture ſaith unto Pharaoh , ever for 
this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, that 1 
:19ht ſhew my power in thee, and that m 
name might be declared throughout all he 
Earth. Where by raiſing up, three 
things may be meant. 

Firſt, The raiſing or Creating out 
of nothing, for this Cauſe have I rat 
ſed you, and all the firſt born of the 
Land, .and all thoſe who ſhall 4n the 


Concluſion he deſtroyed together 
with 
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with you in the red Sea, that I may 
Plague, Torment, and conſume you, 
and by this means give a; ſignal and 
mighty , inſtance, of my.-Dominion- 
and Soveraignty over men, and .of my] 
Ability = ower to exerciſe, and 
diſplay them Nye heeniDlg 'Eftets; ag 
oft -as it- ſhall ſeem good in.my.ſfight ; 
not that I careto make an il boaſt, 
and vain oftentatian- of my, power , 
without any purpoſe or deſign at; all, 
a thing as inconſiſtent, with: the..per- 
tection.;of wy \Nagure, which Famngt 
reap any: advatitage from, any-.;th 

without , ſelf, 60 1s a band of 
no, avall to:my Creatures 3,-bat-that 
my: , name \may' be- dectared through- 
out all the ' Earth, that 15 5 that man- 
kind which is .now 1o deeply plunged 
and immerſt in;the moſt rei 1dola- 
try and Superſtition, being fallen into 
a dead ſleep of Ignorance and. Errour , 
may. by ſe tetriblea Demonſtration of 
my,power. as. this is, be awakened jn- 
to! a due knowledge of 'me and. of it's 


ſelf: Of mewho am alone able to/bring 


to. paſs ſuch marvellous. and- dreadful 
things ; and of; themſelves, who can 
only be ſafe under the ſhadony of- my 
59; ” w1ngs, 
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wings, but is vain fly for refuge to 
thoſc poor 'deſpicable and helpleſs De. 
ities, 'their idols of ſilver and gold the 


work 'of mens hands, things that | 


have Mouths', and Eyes, and Ears , 
but can neither ſpeak, nor ſee, nor 
hear ; ſtupid, contermptiblke., ſenfleſs 
Creatures, partly of my making”, 
and partly of their own. 
. : Secondly, [By raifing up may be 
meant, for this eauſe Thave raiſed thee 
up to-be King over Egyp?, that I might 
| make thee'the more-publick, and n0- 
torious\ exatnple for thoſe - many and 
great \Sits;;' willfully and obftinately 
committed by thee; when 1n a more 
private and leſs regarded capacity, and 
which 1f they had 'been puniſhed at 
that time, - thy puniſhment would: not 
have been ſo exemplary , and of ſuch 
publick advantage to the world, /as 

now it 1s like to-prove. . + 
Laftly, For this cauſe have I raiſed 
thee up, that is, for this cauſe have I 
hardened thy heart, and puffed up thy 
naughty mind , into a refolution of 
= Ring hn Lhe : ens : ot 
rought this Judgment uponthice, that 
by this means I might mak thee he 
greater 
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greater and the more tertible example 
as of Sin, ſo alſo of Puniſhment in 
the eye of the World, which is my 


| ufial way of dealing with wicked and 


unreclaimable men. 


Tolluntar in altar 
Ut lapſn graviore raft ——— 


E:s evro rim fees or: As if the Copies 
from whence otr Apoſtle botrows this 
Citation had read it in the Hebrew , 
bahabur hazsth hakimorheks , for this 
cauſe I have exalted or puffed thee up; 
in the preſent Hebrew Bibles it ts 
hehemadttha, I have made thee to 
ftand, 70. iewy rwry SNempnIre for this 
cauſe haſt thou been preſerved thus 
fone, though thy Sins deſerved a muclr 
earlier Punifhment , that thou migh- 
teſt fall at laſt, a more' remarkable 
trance of the divitte Vengeance and 
Difpteaſure , which turns to the fartte 
account with the former reading. The 
fame thing is likewife no lefs evident 
from the verſe itwmediacely follow- 
ing, being, v. x8, Thevefore hath he 
Mercy on whom he will have Mevey 
amd whom he wit, - hardeneth. Tt-is 

2 4! 
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an AQ of the divine Goodneſs, it 1s 
an AC of his Juſtice, to preſerve 
the Good and Virtuous, and to up- 
hold and proſper them in all their 
ways, but it is noa& of Mercy ;. for 
all Mercy ſuppoſeth a remiſhon of 
Puniſhment, and all Puniſhment hath 
a neceſſary relation to guilt , which 
uilt is the conſequence and effeft of 
in, ſo that the ſenſe of the place 
muſt unavoidably be this, that of 
thoſe who have affronted the Majclty, 
and provoked the goodneſs of God , 


a _—_..  _ hah Ah 


by many 'great and willfully commit- | 


ted Sins, 1t1s all his pleaſure whether 
he will diſplay the terrible effefts of 
his Juſtice, or whether he will re- 
mit of that right of Puniſhment which 
their Sins have. given him, and ex- 
tend his Mercy towards them all, giv- 
ing themall a farther. day of Grace, 
and further - opportunities of Repen- 
tance, and ſince he may do either 
of theſe to all, it is manifeſt he may, 
if he pleaſes, make a difference be- 
tween them, he may extend his Mer- 
cy to ſome out of an arbitrary Good- 
neſs, according to the free Determi- 
nations of the freeſ# mind, undireted 
ap | and 
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and unbiaſled by any exterzal cauſe or 
motive whatſoever ; and fince all have 
deſerved Puniſhment, what he might 
have inflicted upon all, he may in- 
flift upon ſome, and either he hath 
no right to pardon and forgive any , 
or that very right and Prerogative of 
FOI one part, ſuppoſeth a juſt 
and lawful power of puniſhing the 
reſt : For puniſhment and pardon muſt 
always be 1n the ſame hand, and they 
have both of them relation to the 
ſame ſort of Objet , none ever nee- 
ding the benefit of a pardon, but he 
that before hath deſerved to be puniſh- 
ed. So then he will hwe M:rcy, on 
whom he will have Mercy , 1nd whom he 
will he hardneth. - That is, on ſome he 
will beſtow further opportunities of 
returning to themſelves and him, he 
will allow them the full exerciſe and 
free uſe of their reaſon, to make a 
right diſtintion betwixt good and' 
bad, and to reflet with that ſerioul- 
neſs upon their former wickedneſs 
that will, if they purſue ſuch refle&ti- 
ons as far as they will lead them, be 
naturally productive of amendment ; 
nay , perhaps with ſome he will go 

| C 3 farther 
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farther then this , he will infuſe the 
grace of Repentance into their hearts, 
and will aflord them the kind encour- 
agements, and influences of his holy 
Spirit, tq bring them to a more health- 
ful frame and conſtitution of mind, 
But with others he will deal -after a 
_ contrary manner, he will har- 

en their hearts, and will improve 
that lethargick diſeaſe which 1s alrea- 
dy ſtealing upon their minds into a 
downright inſenfibility, he will add 
blindneſs to blindneſs, and obſtinacy 
to Sin, till he hath made them ripe 
for Puniſhment, and fully prepared 


and fitted for DeſtruQtion , which is. 


ſo fax from being any way unjult , 
that it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary in 
order tq the dye adminiſtration of the 
divine juſtice in the Gaverament af 
the world. | 
God hardens the hearts of ſinful 
-"men, on purpoſe that they may not 
repent and turn from their evil courſes 
and be ſaved, and if he ſhould not do 
this ſometimes, the viteſt and moſt 
abominable varlets upon God's earth, 
would frequently ſcape unpuniſhed, 
to the dimnution of his Juſtice , agg 
the 
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the diſcouragement of a conſtant and 
uninterrupted courſe of Virtue, which 
if it were not for this, might ſeem 
ia a manner needleſs: For rot to 
ſpeak of a Deathbed repentance , 
which will not {0 eaſily be confide- 
red, by the Divine goodneſs ; an ha- 
bitual courſe of Repentance in whom 
ſoever it be found, is naturally pro- 
ductive of the grace and favour of 
God, there being an immediate and 
intimate Congruity , betwixt the 
goodneſs of God, and the repentance 
of a Sinner : Beſides that a through 
Repentance, an | hearty and inward 
ſorrow and contrition for Sin, atten- 
ded with an outward and viſible re- 
formation of life and manners, works 
ſuch a perfeft change and alteration 
| the whole man, that he 1s 
ſcarce the ſame perſon that he was 
before, and it doth not ſeem reaſo- 
nable, that the Penitent, the Good , 
virtuous and honeſt man ſhould be 
niſhed for thoſe faults which none 
ut the worſt of Sinners did com- 
mir. | | - 
I do not fay that thoſe Sins which 
we have formerly committed , can 
C 4 ever 
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ever be committed again, that is ins 
poſſible-and beyond the reach even 'of 
omnipotence it ſelf, neither do I at- 
firm that Repentance:can ever remove 
the guilt , though it may the puniſh- 
ment of Sin, but I ſay, there 1s a ve- 
ry great, perhaps a-necefſary and .un- 
alterable congruity betwixt an hearty 
and habitual Repentance, and the 
mercy of God, and it 1s a fign there 
1s ſo, when he hath been at the 
price-of the blood 'of his' dear Son, 
to make up what was wanting in the 
defects + our Repentance, and of 
that: imperfe&t obedience which is 
conſequent upon it : Therefore if he 
- will not give Encouragement to Sin, 
1f he will not looſen the reines of Go- 
vernment too far, nor ſuffer the dif- 
cipline 'of Virtue: to be: Corrupted), 
it. 1s neceflary ſometimes, that he 
ſhould harden. thoſe for the future, 
in order to: their Puniſhment, whom 
a long ſeries of mercy 'and forbear- 
ance hath, not. been able to reclaim. 
Eſpecially conſidering: that this hard- 


neſs whether 'it proceed from a con- 


traced Obſtinacy of the - finner him- 
telf, br from the Mal Judgment, o: 
3 5 & "1 dr we obs TRIALS © 
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God, it is ad extre with reſpe& to all 
other people the ſame, and his puniſh- 
ment will have all the eftets of an . 
example , becauſe the divine Judg- 
ments cannot be diſcerned by the eys 
of men, and he will ſeem all the 
while .to have acted as from himſelf, 
and conſequently to have been deſer- 
vedly puniſhed for having done fo, 
and ſo it will affright other men from 
doing that by choice which he by a 
kind of fate and neceſſity was com- 
pelled to do. 
Neither. in all this hardning is 


' there any thing , for which 'a ſinner 


can juſtly expoſtulate with God', as 
having ſuflered any wrong, it being 
a thing perfe&tly of his own chuſing. 
For as Repentance. 1s the natural and 
neceflary ' conſequence of all ſin, ſo 
_ as the mind continues ' tender , 
and preſerves a due ſenſe of it ſelf, 
and of the ' congxuity and harmony 
which there is betwixt all. reaſonable 
Actions, and a reaſonable underſtand- 
Nature, the voluntary breaking of 


in 
which congruity , is the cauſe', and 


"the pain conſequent upon that breach 


the nature of Repentance, and yet 
Ry > this 
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this very paſſion, is notwithſtanding 


ſometimes infuſed by a ſupernatural 


way to give us the deeper fight and 
ſenle of our Sins, and provoke us the 
more effeQuually to a through Refor- 
mation, and is likewiſe made a neceſ- 
ſary condition of Salvation, and 
Pineſs in the world to come. So 

the natural and necefſaty conſequence 
of a long and obſtinate courſe of Sin, 
is the weakning and at length utterly 


extinguiſhing all the good principles 
- of the nn. + light and Life, it im-' 
nſible degrees the diſtri- 


pairs by inſt 
minative Powers of our minds, by 
which we are to diſtinguiſh berwixt 
the moral good or evil of things, and 
overthrows the Empire of reaſon by 
a barbarous incurſion of Gothick un- 
civiliz?d, and brutiſh paſſions ; and 
if this braway hardneſs, this benum- 
med inſenſibility of Spirit, be a thing, 
as it always is, beginning from our 
ſelves, brought by a long conti- 
nuance in vitious ifes, to a chro: 
nical ſtupidity or habitual deadneſs 
of the Soul, we are not then toblame 
almighty God if he make that our 
puniſhment , which -we have made 
our 
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our choice, as the 1/raelites in the 
Wilderneſs were ſurfeited with quails ; 
or if from a Dilcaſe ſcarce Curable of 
our own Contracting, he improve it 
to a fate beyond all hopes of Repen- 
tance, and excluding all poſſibility of 
Salvation. 

Neither is there any thing more 
hard in all this, than in taking away 
Sinners by untimely Deaths, before 
they have made their peace with God, 
or ſufficiently prepared themſelves 
for the Enjoyment af future Happi- 
neſs, by a ſincere habitual and regu- 
lar Repentance, or perhaps by any at 
all, only in this Caſe the Sinner goes 
off Incognito without much notice or 
Obſervation, in the other he 1s com- 
monly reſerved for ſome :. = and 

is. life , 
which is every whit the ſame thing, 
with reſpeQ& to the goodneſs or Juftice 
of God as to hint, it being all one 
whether he be now ſnatched away, 
or kept longer an this fide Hell, and 
the Grave, reſerved for a publick 
ſpeftacle and warning peice . to the 
World, without all pawer or ability 
of being better then he is,. only by 

| Is 
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this latter way he is made as uſeful 
to others, as he hath been DeſtruCtive 
and pernicious to himſelf, and as ſub- 
ſervient to the gracious deſigns of 
God's Providence, as he was Rebellt- 
ous againſt this moſt Wiſe, Juſt, 
Righteous, and reaſonable Laws. 

I do not ſay that this ſame fatal 
Blindneſs, or ſenſeleſs obſtinacy in 
brutiſh or unreaſonable Courſes 1s in- 
fuſed by God into the minds of men, 
by a proper immediate and dire} Cau- 
_ this cannot be, for, Nzhil dat 
quod” non habet, he who 1s all Purity, 
and all Wiſdom, cannot be the tre 


and proper cauſe of any thing unrea- 


ſonable or unclean ; he that is all En- 
ergy, AQtivity, and Life, cannot be 
the cauſe of Dulneſs, Inſenſibility 
and Dotage ; ſo as for example, though 
he be the Efficient, and eminently pro- 
duQtive cauſe of the matter, of which 
the ſenſible Creation is Compoſed , 
that is, to ſay of all that is real and 
poſitive 1n 1t, yet of it's want of Life 
and motion he is not, becauſe theſe 
being only defeQs, not real things, 
they need no other cauſe than - only 


the want of any cauſe at all to be 
what 
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what they are, it indeed they may 
be ſaid at all to be. And lo it is 
with this Hardneſs or Stupidity of 
which we are ſpeaking, it is not.pro» 
perly the effect of a Cauſe, but the 
defect ariſing from the want, or from 
the ſubtraQion of the Caule ; it comes 
to paſs partly by an inſenſible deca 
of the intelleCtual / hat of the Soul, 
by .our own neglect and want of due 
care 'to keep. them 1n their true plight 
and Vigour, and. partly from God's. 
withdrawing the, gracious Afſiſtances 
of his holy Spirit, which he-is not 
obliged to vouchſafe any longer to 
thole that have 'flighted, . quenched 
and affronted them already : and laſt- 
ly ſometimes no'doubt from his tak- 
ing away from us, even thoſe: ordi- 
nary. aſſiſtances of reaſon , which are 
the common guides and DireQors 
of humane Life, from his putting out 


% 
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' the Candle of: the Lord , which as a. 


ſacred Veſtal-bre, was ſet up and 
kindled 1n our Cons, to give us at 
once 'a_ ſight, and enflame us with 
a love of virtue. S ily 
Of which ſort of proceeding with 
deſperate and obſtinately wicke my, 
re 
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the ſtory of Nebwchadnezzer in- the 
book of Daniel is a notable and plairy 
example, for it is faid of him. c. 4; v. 
34. that his underſtanding, and v. 36. 
that his reaſon returned to him, by which 
it is manifeſt that he: had fome way 
or other been deprived of them ' he- 
fore, otherwiſe they could not be {aid 
to have returned. 
7 And that it was by 4 mo 
udernent, is every whit as plain as 
the other, both in that 16 was a ful 
filling - of Iis dream before related, 
and from: the advice which Daniel 
gives 'him, for the averting of it, ©. 
27, Wherefore, O King, lt niy Coun- 


cel be "x51 unto thee, and break of 


thy Sins by Righteouſweſs, and thine 
Enequities by ſing mercy to the pooy. 


Lu, Ba eems his Sins were of 
that hainous nature, and the divine 


decree was {0 abſolute and perermptory 
againft him, that it was impoſſible 
_ ly wy _— by # egy it is 
atd immediately, if zr e 4 lengths 
ming of thy tr ; pity: from whence 
the Jewiſh Expoſitors, with whom St. 

erom agrees, are of opinion, that he 
id fo far comply with this good ad- 


vice 
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vice of the Prophet as to obtain a ſuf 
penſion of his doom for the ſpace: of 
twelve Months becauſe it is ſaid v. 29, 
30.48 the exd of twelve Months he walked 
tz ihe Palace of the Kingdom of Babylon. 
Fhe King fpake and ſaid i n0t this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the 
Hoafe of the Kingdom, by the might of 
wny power , aud for the honour of ” 
Majeſty? - and then v. 3x. White the 
mord was inthe Kings mouth, there fel 
&4 voice from Heaven Jo , Q K;nme 
bam 2 20% fo t _ i = 

KRyngaom. is. ed from abee. 
There _ Ne Ley tune, - 
who did (as St. Ferom upon the place 
acquaints. us) turn all this Hiſtory im- 
to an Aegory, but would by no 


means. allow. it to be /izerally true, 
which if it be once granted, :then the 
uſe I have made of it wilt come to 


: but — of — 
preters, is with great Judg- 
ed by St. Fexom, for als 
excellent Reaſon, that fuch' Interpre- 
thtions of Scripture without : abſoluze 
Neceſſity are not to. be allowed: Ne 
omnia qua legimus nmbra videantur & 
fubale, and again, Queramsus 4b his 


qus 


nothing 
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qui in hat wiſione non. _—_— Hiſtoria- 
am, quis ite fit Nabuchodonaſor , qui 

fſomninum wiaerit, .& quis Daziel 1qur_ 
ſomnium ejus ediſſerat, & venture "(8 
 Aicat ; & quomoado hic pe Daxtiel qut 
utique juxta eos ſantta intelligenaa e for 
rtitudo, a Nabuchodanoſor Princeps ario- 
larum ejus conſtituitur &: collega appella- 
tur. le leaſt the whole Scripture 
* ſhould come by this means to be tur- 
ned into an Allegory. or Fable. And 
again, Queramus.&c.'4 e; FT demand 
of thoſe who willt'not allow this Vi- 
ſion to be literally true, what will 
. they make of that Nebuchadnezzar by 
whom it 'was ſeen? . And what of 
Dazxiel by whom it: was Interpreted, 
and the future everits preſignified by 
it diſcovered'? And how comes it. to 
paſs that this Dariel who ' according 
to theſe; Allegoricall Interpreters was 
nothing elſe | but the divine Power, 
as Nebuchadnezzar ox the contrary was 
by them expounded of the infernal politte 
of the Devil aud Angels, How. comes 
it about that he was: made Maſter of 
the Magicians by; MNebuchadnezzar ? 
Or what muſt we underſtand by his 
, being Mafter of the Magicians? Or of his 
being 
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being ſaid to have been their Collegue or 
Fellow. VOTE: 

All which is very well and very Ju- 
diciouſly obſerved by St. Ferom ,, who. 
yet to avoid the inconvenience of ſuch 
Alegoricall Interpretations; '{eems -to' 
me to ſtick too cloſely to the /:terat: 
Senſe, there being ſome regard, though 
the matters related be never ſo real, 
to be had to the prophericel Stile and 
way of expreſſing them : - but it would 
be a digreſſion to enlarge {o:much: as: 
I might do upon this matter, there-. 
fore inſtead of that, I will paſs on to 

obſerve, that the reaſons of God's dea- 
ling in this manner with Nebuchad- 
nezzar, are exactly the ſame with 
thoſe which St. Paul urges to Juſtifie: 
the divine proceedure with relation: - 
to Pharaoh the King of Egype. | 
Being reſolved. either 1nto the Sove- 
raignty of God over his Creatures, by 

virtue of which he may without z- 

Jury deprive them, of all that he hath 

given them, let it be what it will, 

whether Strength, Riches, Reafon, 

Power, Honour, nay, and life it felf ; 

or into that ſimilar and uniform 


Juſtice by which this lower World, 
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but more eſpecially the affaires of ma- 
kind, are by the eternal meaſures of 
the divine  Wiſdome adminiftred and 
governed. . The firſt of theſe Reaſons 
15 afſfigned, v4. 34, 35. of that Chap- 
ter. And 4t the end of ags, 1 Nebu- 
chadnezzar lift up mine Eyes unto Hea- 
ven , and mine war of returned 
unto me, and | bleſſed the. moſt High, 
and I praiſed and honoured him , that 
liveth for ever., whoſe Dominion i an 
everlaſting Dominion, and bis Kjngdome 
i from Generation to Generation, and 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth are re- 
puted as nothing, and he doth according 
to his will inthe Army of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth, and 


.  mone can flay his hand, or ſay unto hins 


what doſt thow? The Second, v. 37. 
Now IT Nebuchadnezzar praiſe, and 
extol, and honour the King of Heaven, 
all whoſe works are truth, and his Ways 
ment, ayd thoſe that walk in pride 
is able F/ abaf, EL x 
| Neither are theſe two inſtances of 
Pharaoh and of Nebuchadnezzar to be 
looked upon as ſmgle or extraordinary 
Phenomena of divine Providence, from 
whence no inference can be made, as 
_ "2A to 
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to the common meaſures by which God 
proceeds in his dealings with the Sons 
of men : for Firſt, whatever God may 
do without doing Violence to that 
ſacred attribute of Juſtice, that he 
may very well be ſuppoſed to do as 
oft as there is a juſt occaſion ; and Se» 
condly, there are in Scripture exam- 
ples of alike nature , which are of 
much greater Latitude and Compre- 
henfion than theſe, being ſo far from 
being confined to a particular perſon 
that they are extended as far as the 

whole race and ſtock of mankind, 
This was jufl the Caſe at the con- 
fuſion of Babel, Go to, ſaid God, let 
ws go down and there confound their Lan- 
guage, that they may not underſtand one 
axothers ſpeech : He didnot firlt make 
them forget that Language which 
they ſpake before, and theo ſubſtitute 
another, and a different Language in 
every man's mind, in its ſtead , for 
this were to. work a thouſand 
Miracles to no purpoſe, when one 
would ſerve the turn, which with- 
out better proof than can be brought 
for it, is not reaionable to ſuppole; 
but he confounded their Language ; 
that 
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that is, he - took away their | Memo- 
Ties and' obliterated that diſtint ap- 
-prehenſion of names and things , 
which is neceſſary 1n ordinary Con- 
verſation to one man's right under- 
ſtanding of an other; ſo that they 
confounded the ſignifcation of words, 
and forgetting their wonted meaning, 
underſtood them ſo,as it they had been 
taken in ſome other ſenſe, than what | 
they uſually were wont to be, fo as. 
one. of theſe mighty Builders em- 
ployed in that great defign of bidding 
defiance to the powers of Heaven, 
and ſecuring themſelves for the tuture 
againſt the will or juſtice of the Al- 
mighty , calling to his partner and 
confederate for ſtraw, did it by the 
ſame words by which he uſed for- 
merly to call for bricks, which his 
fellow very wiſely Interpreted of mor- 
ter ; another he-wanted a Trowel, but 
called indeed for a Pickax and was 
underſtood of a Spade, by which mi- 
raculous diſagreement amongſt them- 
ſelves; it came -to paſs that the work 
, could not proceed, but they were for- 
ced to diſperſe, and every man think- 
ing himſelt abuſed and affronted by his 
Ws, # « Fellow, 
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Fellow, they were compelled to: fe. 
parate, and 1t is probable they did 
not part without Blows ,. till at laſt 
every man went away by himſelf, or at 
leaſt in very {mall Companies, cur- 
ſling their Misfortune, and complai- 
ning. of their Fellows, and ftragling 
about they knew not whither them- 


| ſelves. + | 


Again, | Deut. 28. 1 5. We have 
theſe words. Jt ſhall came to paſſ if 


thou will not hearken «nta the woice of 


the Lord thy God, to obſerve to do, all 
his Commandments, and: his Statutes., 
which I command thee\ this day, that 
all thefe . Curſes ſhall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee, among which Cur- 
ſes one. 1s this, v. 28, 29.. The Lord 
ſhall ſmite thee with Madneſs, and Blind- 
neſs, and Aſftoniſhment of heart, and thou 
ſpaPt grope at Noon-dayes, as the Blind 
—_ in Darkneſfi, andthou ſhalt not 


proſper in thy ways , and thou. ſbaÞt be f 


oppreſſed and ſpoiled ever more and 
more. | 
To the ſame Cauſe muſt we refer 
all thoſe divine or panick Terrours, in- 
fuſed into the minds of men by a-ſu- 


pernatural way, and by the immedt- 
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ate Judgment of God, when as there 


was no real or humane cauſe of Fear, 
by which men have been ſo miſerably 
Confounded , as to forget where or 
among whom they were, to miftake 
their Friends for their Enemies, and 
by which whole Armies have periſh- 
ed by an inteſtine Slaughter , think- 
ing all the while they were engaged 
in Battel with their Enemies, Such 
an Accident as this we read of in the 
Camp of the Philiftizs. 1. Sam. 6. 
14, 15, Where Jonathanand his Ar. 
e04r-Bearer, going over by themſelves 
with a miraculous Confidence and 
affurance of Succeſs, to attack a Gar- 
riſon. of the Philiſtins, it is ſaid, 
there was a trembling in the Hoſt in. 
the Field and among all the people , the 
Garriſons and the Spoilers they alſo trems. 
bled and the Earth quaked For it was 
a very great trembling, And again, v, 
20. When Saul azd all. the people that 
were with him , aſſembled themſelves 
and came to the Battel, ( all which 
people were but ſix hundred, v.-2.) 
rt 1s ſaid, behold every mans Sword was 
againſt his Fellow, and there was 4 very 


great Diſcomfirure. 
; RE The 
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The ſame was the Caſe of the 2M7#- 
dianites, when Gideon and his Com- 
pany blew their. Trumpets and brake 
their Pitthers, Jade. 7. 22. And of 
the Children of Ammozr, and Moab, 
and the Inhabitants of Mozrnt/eir. 2 
Chro, 20. 23, 23. Such a divine 
Terrour as this was, imote all thoſe 

zople who were Conquered. by the 


Iſraclites , at their entrance into the 
Land of Canaan; and this is the mea- 
_ that phtaſe, ſo often uſed of 
d's deloverizy ſuch or ſuch « people 
ito the hand of their Exemies ,. that is, 
by a particular Judgment he takes 
down their Spirits, makes their hearts 
melt away within them, or he divides 
them among themſelves, as in the 1n- 
ſtances above mentioned. So God 
promiſes the 1/7aelites, If they keep his 
Statutes, and walk in his Commandments 
to do them, in the 28th. of Lev. That 
they ſhall chaſe theiv Enemies, and they 
ſhall fall before thems by the Sword, that 
fre of them ſhall chaſe an Hundred, and 
an linndred ſhall pat tern Thonſand to 
flight. And as their Enemies, the Ido- 
latrous and backſliding Nations, Na- 
tions that knew not God, and kept 
D 4 not 
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not his Commandments ,. were to be 
ſurrounded with Terrour, and encom- 
paſſed on all ſides with Aſtoniſhment 
and Fear, ſo on the contrary they on 
the otherſide , while they continued 
firm in their Obedience to the Laws 
of God, were to be no leſs miraculouſs 
ly affiſted with a Spirit of Peace; 
Tranquility., Confidence, and Afu- 
rance. Levit. 27. v. 5+ 6. al 
eat your Bread to the full, and dwell in 
your Land ſafely, and I will give Peace in 
the Land, and ye ſhall lie down and none 
| ſhall make you afraid. Plal. 3, v.4, 
5, 6. T Cried unto the Lord ſaith Da- 
vid, with wy Voice and he heard me out 


T1 amaked for the Lord ſuſtained me. 1 
will not be affraid of ten Thoaſands of 
people , that have ſet themſebves againſt 
ze round about, And Pſal. 9x. Stall 
more . plainly and pathetically. He 
that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the 
maſt High, ſhall abide under the ſhadow 
4 the Almighty, IT will ſay of the Lord 
e is my Refuge, my Fortrefi, my God, 
in him will I Truſt, ſurely he ſhall de- 
liver thee from the ſnare of the Fowler, 
#2d from the noiſom Peſtilence, he ſhall 


cover 


of his holy Hill, 1 laid me down and flepr, | 
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cover thee with his Feathers, | and under 
his wings ſhaÞt thou Truſt, his truth ſhall 
be thy Sheild and Buckler, thou ſhalt not 
be afraid for the terrouwr by Night, nov 


for the Arrow that flieth by Day , nor 


for the Peſtilence that walketh in Dark- 


ef, nor for the Deſtruttion that waſteth 


at y00n Day, and' more to the ſame 
purpoſe, no leſs Pathetically expreſ- 
ſing the miraculous Encouragements 
which God is pleaſed to . Vouchſafe 
his people, -while others, are viſited 
with a $p:r/+ of 'Fear, Aſtoniſhment, 
Suſpicion, and Diſtruſt. |, | 

Tt is likewiſe very obſervable in 
this matter , that in the place; of S«- 
muel above cited what our Interpre- 
ters have rendered a great Trembling, 
I. $4. 14. 15. So it Was 4 wer 
great Trembling, in the Original it 1s 
Vatehi L — Elohins, and'it was as 
the Trembling of God, that is, . the 
Earth ſhaok, _as it is there related, 
and the minds of men were Afﬀtoniſh- 
ed, and Confounded at the immedi- 
ate Judgment of God, or by a ſuper- 
natural operation of the divine Power : 
and this 1s the uſual meaning of ſuch 
phraſes up and down the NerIPtures, 

| Q 
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of the old Teſtament. So 1. Saw. 26, 
12, __ faid of yyof my his = 
ny, They were all aſleep, berauſe 4 
ror ſleep from the Lord 4 falln apow 
them. In the Hebrew it is, Chi T arde- 
math Jehovah Napleh Halehem , becauſe 
the ſleep off God, or the deep ſleep of 
God was falln upon them, that is, not 


M p_ a great or ſound Sleep, but + 
ſuch a ſound ſleep as was the effe&. 


. of a ſupernatural Cauſe, ſuch as was: 


owing to an unuſual Concurrence of 
the divine Will and Power, or in al- 
luſion to that ſleep into which our 
firft Parent was caſt by God himſelf, 
while his fide was opened , and the 
Companion of his Bed and Life was 
taking out of himſelf. So te Moun- 
tains of” God are not great Mountains, 
ſimply Conſidered, but for this reaſon, 
becauſe God in the moſt ancient times 
was uſually Worſhipped upon the 
higheſt Mountains, as approaching 
nigheſt to. the ſuppoſed Seat of the 
divine preſence in Heaven, and as af- 
fording the moſt large and - ſpacious 
' Proſpect round about, ana fo. filling 
the minds of thoſe that eame to Wor- 
ſhip with a more awful and Majeſtick 

notion 


. City, though that it was too, as being 
'I* the Metropolis of Judes, but the City 
where God was Worſhi ina 


Neceſſity and Freedom. 43 


notion of the great Creator of Hea.. - 
ven and Earth ; and the Cedars of God, 
that is moſt properly ſuch Cedars as 
grew in the Groves or high places of 
the ancient Heathens, which being Sa- 
cred and Inviolate, did for that rea- 
ſon, grow to be the talleſt and big- 
geſt of any other. And the City of 
God, that 1s, -not fo much the great 


more extraordinary manner than other 
places, where all the Sacrifices were 
to be made, and all the folemn Feafts 


to be keptand obſerved, and towards 


_ _ to I _ _ 
e Temple of Fers/a/em being t 

culiar Aenes of the dirkes Glay, 
when ever they put up any Prayers 
or Supplications to Almighty Gad. 
Again, Gen, 6. 2. The Sons of God 
ſaw the Daughters of men that they 
were fair, in the Hebrew it is butes hae- 


 ltohim, the Sons of the Gods, that is as 


Symmachus has rightly rendered it, 
with whom ao = Chaldee Para- 
braſe ees ol viat hf Suvasteuorrov , 
ecauſe there is a reſemblance of the 
humane 
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humane to the divine Power, becauſe 
the one derives its Authority from | 
the other, and becauſe Magiſtrates, 
Judges, and Princes, are exprelly cal- 
ed Gods in the Language of the 
Scripture, which is ſtill confirmed , 
from what we find v. 4. The Sons 
of bd came in unto the Daughters of 
men.end they bare Children to + ir the 
ſame became mighty men , which were of 
old men of Renown. Hemmah hagib 
borim aſher meholam anſhei haſhem theſe 
were: the Cabici, the Divipotes whom 
after Ages worſhipped as their Gods, 
and”paid divine Honours at their Al- 
tars. and their Shrines. Laſtly, Gez. 
30-8.. With great Wreftlings ſaith 
Rachel ;. have I wreftled with my Siſter, 
and) Dhave prevailed, and She called her 
Sons: name Nephtali, in the Hebrew .it 
is, Naphtoules Elohim Niphtalti. 
have wreſtled with the wreſtlings of God, 
that is, She had found: this expedient 
to ſtruggle as it were with God;, 
who had withheld from her the fruit 
of her Womb, viz. By ſubſtituting 
her maid B/hah to Conceive in her 
ſtead, according to ' the uſage and 
Cuſtom of thoſe times. 

| And 


Neceſſity and Freedom. 45 
'And thus in Congruity with, and 


' In analopy to all theſe Interpretati- 


ons, the trembling of God in that place 
of Samuel which I have mentioned 
was not ſimply any great or extra- 
ordinary Trembling, bat it was ſuch 
an: unuſual motion in the Earth, ſuch 
a terrour, Aſtoniſhment and diſmal 
Fear, ſeizing upon the minds of men, 
as was owing to the ſupernatural and 
1mmediate Interpoſition of the divine 
Power, which is yet more unqueſti- 
onably demonſtrated from other pla- 
ces of the ſame Chapter, v. 6. Jo- 
nathan ſaid to the young min that bore 
his Armour , come and let us go over 
into the Garriſon of theſe Uncircumes- 


ſed, it may be that the Lord will work 


for ms. For there ts no reſtraint tothe 


| Lord to ſave by many or by few. vie. 


If they ſay thus, come np unto ws, then 
£ er A up, for the 7 hr hath deli. 
wered them into our hand. And v. 12. 
Tonathan ſaid unto his Armour bearer, 
come after me, for the Lord hath deli- 
wered them into the hand of Iſrael. Tt 
is plain therefore that this miracu- 
lous Terrour and Confuſion with 
which the Camp of the Philjtins 

was 
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was overſpread, and which was in a 
manner the only Cauſe of that De- 
ſtruction and Ruin which befel them, 
was a thing perfeQly ſupernatural, 
and of the Lord's doing, anJ it 1s, 
and ought to be marvellous in our 
Eyes ; For without this it would have 
been a thing Impoſſible, for two men 
to work ſo great terrour and - Confu- 
fion in a numerous, well Diſciplin'd 


and well + ge Armie; Which | 
E 


was likewiſe without all queſtion ex- 
attly the very Caſe of Sepſon, 
whoſe ſingle Strength and Cou- 
rage how great ſoever, as it muſt 
be confeſſed it was miraculouſly great, 
et it could never have ſlain ſuch 
eaps of Philiftins, as fell perpetu- 
ally before him whereſoever he came, 
he could never have done ſuch bloody 
Execution with ſo tame a Weapon, 
as he is laid to have uſed, but that 
beſides 'his own Strength, AQtivity 

or perſonal Valour, there was a dam 
and Terrour upon the hearts of all 
his Enemies, they fell by their own 
Fears, by a ſupernatural Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and by a divine Infatuation 
as muchas by the power of cm 
| they 
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they were melted away like wax before 
the Fire, and powred out likewater ſpils 
upon the Ground , which is not to be 
gathered up any more. 

Now it is all one when God de- 
ſigns to give an inſtance of his Pow- 
er, or of his Juſtice upon a People 
by their DeſtruQion, whether he do 
it by hardening their Hearts, as he 
did Pharaoh's, by which without all 


j 7enſe or fear of Danger , he ran with 
a brutiſh blindneſs into the Red-Sea, 


where he and all his Hoſt, his Prin- 
ces, and his mighty men of Valour, 
his. Chariots, and his Horſemen, were 
overthrown and utterly Deſtroyed ; 
or whether he do ſo far ſoften and 
debilitate their Spirits, as to. make 
them:have a more, dreadful pyreben- 
ſion of Dangers than they delſerye, 
which was the Caſe of . thoſe Phi. 
lifins whom Sawpſen ſlew, and of all 
ole. people whom the J/raclites con- 


| Eo when they went to take poſ- 
e 


{on of the promiſed Land; or whe- 
ther he divide themamong themle]ves, 
and ſtir them up to the mutual De- 
ſtruQion of one another, as he did whe 


Midjanites, the Sons of Moab, and Ame- 


M08, 
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mu, the Edomites or Inhabitants of 
Mountſeir , and as he did theſe Phz- 
i/tins whom Fozathan and his Ar- 
mour-Bearer aſſaulted, and whom Saul 
and his fix hundred Partiſans, like a 
Commanded party or forelorn hope 
againſt a puiſſant Army, would have 
engaged , but found- it needleſs, for 
they were all very buſie in Killing 
one another ; or Laſtly, It is all one 
whether he deſtroy them by a way 
ſomewhat more immediate, thoug 

ſcarce more Miraculous, than any of 
theſe ; wherein neither they nor theit 
Enemies Contribute to their DeſtruCti- 
on, but God does all himſelf, as when 
the Flood came down from Heaven 
upon the old World, when the de- 
ſftroying Angel ſlew the Fir/t-borx of 
Egypt, the Threeſcore and ten Thou- 
ſand of the People whom David had 
numbred, the Hoſt of' Sexnacherih the 
King of Aſſyria, when the Stars in 
their Courſes fought againſt Sera, 
when the Fifties were ſlain by an 
immediate Fire from' Heaven at the 
Prayer of Elijah, when Ananias and 
Sapphira were preſently ſtruck Dead 


at the Excommunication of St. —_— 
or 
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for neither Peter, nor Elijah, did by 
their own Power Contribute . any 
thing to either of the aforeſaid E- 
vents, when Nadab and 46b:hu by their 
own ſtrange. Fire were Conſumed , 
and when ſo many Periſhed in the 
gainſaying of .Corah , when #he Earth 
ous and devoured Dathan, and ſwal- 
owed up the Congregation of Abi- 
ram, | | 
For he that has jus ad finem, has 
1145 ad meaia too, theſe are but 1ſeyeral 
ways of bringing the ſame. effec: to 
paſs, it being all; one when men ate 
to be Deſtroyed,; by what, means tis 
Deſtruction. 1s to... be wrqught, tor 
Deſtruction 1s Tull .the ſame, by,what 
means ſgever,, ut ; be brought to, pats, 
and, by what band ſoever 1t be:1mme- 
diately inflicted. {-: wie: File et 
What I have faid already, may. be 
ſufficient to perſwade any .xeafogable 
man, that it. is, a. no leſs or then 
juſtifiable Courſe with . God Almigh- 
ty.in_ his Government of, humane 
Afﬀairs,' not\only to give up perverſe 
and obſtinate | Sinners to themſelves, 
and to the power of the, Dew, and 
his. wicked Angels, but that he doth 
| | E himſelf 
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himſelf .a@ually Contribute by the 
fecret Operations of his Providence 
towards their Deſtru&ion. But be- 
cauſe it is the humour-of ſome men, 
as faſt as. one doubt 1s- ſatisfied, to 
raiſe another, and-'to-look upon it as 
a diſparagement to-their-Parts, what 
ever. inward - Convittion they may 
have, not to he able to:find fome lit- 
tle flaw to keep the Controverſie go- 
ing, to render ſach-Opizraſtres as 1N- 
excuſable as I can; I will firft pro- 
duce forme” other inſtances of the ſame 
Nature with theſe T' have produced 
already., and then' I will' anſwer all 
the Argutnents which ate-brought in 
defence of the contrary Opinion, or 
at leaſt-ſ0' many of; them; as- deſerve 
an anſwer from a man 'that would 
- not willingly abuſe his'own Leiſure, 
or the: Pattence- of his Readers; 

"OF King of Hehbos it is faid, 
Den. petty Sthon” King of Heſhbon 
moult not 'tet- us paſs by him , for "the 
Lord thy God hardentd his Spirit ,- ant 
made "his heart obſfinate' that he might 
deliver him into thy hand.” w_ 
Of Sarl, 1. Sam. 16. th. The Sps- 
rit of the Lord departed from Sail," and 


an 
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an . evil Spirit from the Lord troubled 


' 'Of David, 2 Sam. 23. 't.' The an- 
per of the Lora was kindled ayainſt Tira- 
e, and he moved David, againſt thens 
= ſay, go number Iirael 'axd Ju- 
Of. Rehoboarm , 1. Kimpgs, 12. 16. 
Wherefore the Kizng + MP not bs 
the E ga. for the Cauſe was from the 
Lora, that he raight perform his ſaying, 
which, he ſpake' by Alnjah 2he > Shilo- 
nite ', wi Jeroboam rhe Son of 
Nebats i 909 Wed 
- Ot Ahab, 1 Kjznes, 22. 20. And the 
Lord ſaid who ſhall perſwade Ahab 'that 
he may go up ana fall at Ramoth Gi- 
_Of the Sons of E//, x Sam. 2. 25: 
They harkened wot unto the Voice of 
their Father, becauſs the Loyd would 
Sor eas, = 11 5 agh; 5 
Laſtly, To return to the inſtance 
from whence wg firſt ſet out, Pal. 
T05. 25. It is faid of the other 
7 yptians, as well as of Pharaoh him- 
felf, that Goa turned their hearts t0 
hate his People, and to deal ſubtilly with 


his Servants, Of this inſtance I have 
= already 


a 
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already ſpoken, and ſhewed that this 
hardening was not the effect meerly 
of an Arbitrary Power, without. any 
regard to the meaſures'ot Juſtice,. but 
that it was a juſt Judgment of God, 
inflicted upon them in order to- their 
Puniſhment, by reaſon of many .fore 
paſt impieties and -provocations.” 
Let us now ſee whether in the. 0+ 
ther inſtances, the ſame Cauſe of the 
divine proceeding will hold as well 
as 1t doth in this, and: if it does, -1t 
muſt be a. miracle . of. Obſtinacy ;.to 
recur to little Criticiſmes and petty 
Shifts, to elude the. force of ſo many 
plain Texts,' when yet'.in none of the 
Examples there is any thing at all 
why to the divine Tuktice, or 
not {ufficiently deſerved by the umpi- 
eties of men. = 
And Fitſt, For \S:how King of the 
Amorites, it 1s maniteſt that he: was 
an Idolatrous Prince, the Ruler of: an 
Idolatrous Nation , and that the / Sins 
of the Amorites in reſpect of Idolatry 
and of Uncleanneſs, of Carnal, - and 
of Spiritual Fornication, of Sodomy, 
Beſtiality, and inceſtuous Mixtures , 
{For theſe are ſaid to have been the 
Sins 
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Sins of- the Amorites, in' the eigh- 
teenth, \'and twentieth of: Lev:z:cres ) 
were- now arnved to their full 
growth and' maturity of provocati- 
I} Duperontens y- | 

For Sanl, he had provoked 'God to 
Anger by raſhly invading the prieſt- 
ly Office, in not ſtaying for Samuel, 
but ſacrificing before he came 1nto 
the Camp at Gz/zal, and he had ſpa- 
red Azag the Idolatrous King of the 
Amalekites, with the beſt of all the 
Spoile. For the firſt of which offen- 
ces' Samuel expreſly tells him, 1 Sam. 
13. 14. That his Kingdom ſhould not 
Continue, but that God had ſought him 
a man after his own heart, whom he had 
Commanded to be Captain over his p_ 
And at the Second, God was 1o dil- 
pleaſed, that it 1s ſaid, 1 Sam. 15. 11. 
That .it repented him that he had ſt 
#p Saul to be King, and the Prophet 
tells him, v. 23. Becauſe thou haſt re- 


jetted the voice of the Lord, be hath 


allo rejetted thee from being K ing. 
pe a wes matter = TE the 
Hittite, wherein there was a diſmal 
combination of Adultery and Murther, 
is ſufficient to juſtifie the proceedings 
E 3 of 
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of God with him, though it 1s ſaid 
alſo that ' the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Iſrael, fo that the Nlay- 
ing of threeſcore and ten Thouſand, 
which was the Conſequence of that 
divine Infatuation , by . which David 
Commanded Joab to number the peo- 
ple, was indeed a double Puniſhment ; 
it was a Puniſhment to the people in 
their own Perſons; and it was a 
Puniſhment to the King himſelf, 
whoſe ſtrength and Glory conſiſts in 
the number of his People , eſpecially 
thoſe who are the Valiant men of 
his Kingdom ; ſuch as he ſhould have 
uſe for them, and need of their Ser- 
vice in all his Wars and Expeditions, 
and there were none but ſuch at 
that time numbered by David. 2 Sam. 
24. 9. And Joab gave up the Sum of 
the number of the people unto the King, 
and there was in I{racl, eight hundred 
T howſand Valiant men that drew the 
Sword. And the men of Judah were 
frve hundred thouſand men. : 
For Rehoboamp, it was a puniſhment 
inflicted by God, for the Idolatrous 
prattices of his Father Solomon, 1 
Kings, 11. 11, 12. For as _—_ 
this 
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this s done of th:e and theu haſt ot 
kept my Covenants, and | my Statutes 
which I have. Commanactd thee, I will 


| ſurety rent the Kjngdow from-thee, and 


will give it toghy Servant, notwithſtand 
ing.in thy dayes £ will not. do it , for 
David thy Father's ſake, but I will rend 
it out of the hand of thy Son. How be 
it I will not r:ud away all the. Kingdom, 
but T will give one Tribe to thy Son for 
David my Servant's ſake, and Jerula- 
lem's ſake, which I have Choſen. So 
that it ſeems it was a Favour., that 
this Diviſion-of the Kingdoms of 1/ra- 
el and Judah was deterred ſo long as 
it was; it wasa puniſhment to Solo- 
wor himſelf, to thu that he ſhould 
be-the firſt and- laſt that ſhould Inhe- 


- Tit the entire Throne of David his 


Father, and that through his default 
all his Poſterity ſhould ſuffer ſo much 
as they did; And with. reſpect to 


 -Rehoboams it was an Effe& of God's 


Arbitrary Soveraignty and Domini- 
on over men, by which he diſpoſes 
of Kingdoms and of Perſons accor- 
ding to his good pleaſute, .and 0 2:47 
can ſlay his hand , or ſay. unto him what 
doſh thou ? For though the Initquities | 

E 4 of 
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of the Amorites are in the ſacred ſto- 
ry laid to the Charge of Rehoboarm , 
yet that was not till after the Revolt 
of the ten Tribes, and the only rea. 
ſon aſſigned why God hardened the 
heart of Rehoboam, {0 that he did not 
hearken unto the Council of the old 
men, 1s this, the Cauſe was from the 
Lord, that he might perform his ſaying, 
which the Lord ale by Ahijjah the 
Shilonite «to Jeroboam the Sox of 
Nebat. Which deſign being in its 
ſelf Lawful, as well upon account of 
the Juſtice, as the Deſpotical and ab- 
ſolute Dominion of God over his 
Creatures ; it was indifferent in order 
to the bringing it to paſs, whether 
he firſt hardened the Vans of Reho. 
boaw, or firſt alienated the hearts of 
his Subjects from him, or what other 
Courſe ſoever he ſhould take. 

- But hereit 13 to be noted thar God 
choſe rather the firſt way, he did not 
by any ſupernatural Influence from 
himſelf, alienate the Hearts of his 
people from him, and ſo make way 
for the diviſion of the two Kingdoms 
of Judah, and Iſrael, by that means ; 
though this he might have have done 


o] 
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if he pleaſed, for the hearts of . the. 
people, as well as of the King, are in 
the hands of the Lord, and like the Ri. 
vers of Waters he may turn them both, 
which way ſoever it foal pleaſe him. - 
But it 1s very well worth onr ob- 
Neving, that he choſe rather the other 
way, becauſe he would not give any 
Countenance to rebellions Pretenres , 
which men are but too apt,-' to take 
up of themſelves. againft their  {ewfu! 
Soveraigns, neither are the people any 
where Commenaed, or ſo much as juſti- 


fied, or excuſed for following Feroboams 


the Son of Nebat: And Feroboam 
himſelf was ſenſible, that though God 
had forſaken the houſe of David, in 
a very great meaſure, and thaugh he 
had by the Voice of Ahijab the Shilo. 
ite expresſly given him the Kingdom 


. over [/rael, yet he had fent no meſſen- 


ger to the people to tell them, they 
were abſolved from Allegiance to the 
Succeſſor of David, wherefore though 
they had ſeparated themſelves in a 
great Diſcontent, as fearing the effects 
of that Arbitrary power, which he 
threatned to exerciſe over them, yet 
he was fearful when this heat was 

over, 
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over, that ſcruples of Conſcience 


would return, and they would again 


acknowledge Rehoboam for their Leige 


Lord, and rightful Soveraign , where- 


fore knowing that nothing does ſo na- 
turally produce an unity. of AﬀeRions 
as Mxiformity in divine Worſhip, nor 
any thing create ſuch Irreconcileable 
feuds, and laſting Animoſities, as the 
diſſenttons which are raiſed about re- 
ligiows matters :; He very wiſely,though 
very wickedly , ſets up his Calfs 1n 
Dax and Bethel, ſeizes upon all the 
Levitical Cities, which were no leſs 
than Forty in number 1n his Domi- 
nions, and ſends the Levites packing 
to Jer#{alem, who being thus diſgrace- 
fully baniſhed-and caſt off, would be 
ſure to enflame the difterences which 
were now {ſo far advanced, and make 
the Quarrel as laſting as it was hot, 
and virulent on both ſides. 

Nay, when God had rejected Saul 
from being _ , yet the generality 
of the people ſtill followed him, ne1- 
ther are they any where blamed for 
having done it, notwithſtanding he 
mad little other uſe of his power 0- 


ver them, but only to perſecute, and 
endeavour 
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endeavour to deſtroy. David the man 
after God's ' own heart, whom he 
knew the Lord had cholen. to be King 
w his ſtead ; neither was David him. 
{elf of opinion that the-perlon of Saul 
was leſs Sacred ; even'after. he was 
rejected by God; nay, after all this 
he calls him his Maſter, and acknow- 
ledges the Validity of . that . unCtion 
by which he was Anoynted by Sa- 

7wmel, to be King over Ire, and 7u- 
dah, 1 Sam. 24. 6. The Lord forbid 
that I ſhould do- this thing, unto my 
Maſter the Lord's he , to ſtretch 
forth mine hand againſt him , ſeeing be 
is the Anoynted of the Lord, wv. 10. He 
calls him his Lord. Some bad me kill 
thee, ſaith he, but mine Eye fred thee, 
and I ſaid I will not put forth mane hand 


 deainſt my Loyd, for he s the Lord's 


Ayxoyntea, And 1n the firſt Chapter 
of the ſecond book of Samuel, when 
the Amalekite thought to Ingratiate 
himfelf with David, for having ſlain 
Saul, though he had not really done 
it, for it is ſaid, in the laſt Chapter 


_ of the former book, that Saul fe!! up- 


on his own Sword and died, yet initead 


of that favourable uſage which he ex- 
pected. 
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pefted. David ſaid unto him how waſf 
thou not _ to ftretch forth thine 
hand, to deſtroy the Lord's Anoynted , 
«x4 David called one of the young mem 
and ſaid, go near and fall upon him, and 
he [mote him that he died ; and David 
ſaid unto him. Thy blood be __ thy- 
bead, for thy month hath teſtified again 
thee ſaying, I have ſlain the Lords A- 
noynted, v.14, 15, 16. Andall this 
though he were a Stranger, v. 13. 
And David ſaid unto the young man 
that told him, whence art thou ? and he 
ſaid, Tam the Son of a Stranger, an 
Amalekite. So that it ſeems in'thoſe. 
days, though a King were the o- 
Soveraign but of one people , yet his 
Regal union made his perſon Sacred 
and Inviolate to the whole Race of 
mankind, and all this after he was re- 
jected by God, nay, and rejefted 
from being King too, how - far is it 
then from being true , that a King 
may be lawfully Murthered by his 
Subjects , when ever he ſtands Ex- 
communicated by the Pope? And 
how different are theſe times where- 
in Kings have no Majeſty among one 


fort of men, nor Prieſthood any ſanc- 
tity 
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tity among} an-other, wherein God 
himſelf was:pleaſed to ſay, which is 
according to the opinion, as well as 
Language. of thoſe times , applicable 
to Kings, though it be. ſpoken there, 
of the. Nation of the Jews, Pſal. 05, 
2% 15. Touch not my Anointed, and 
do my Prophets no harm. | 
-/ Ye Mountains::of Gilboah,; ſaith Da- 
2:d, .in' his:Pathetique*Song , upon 
the death of-:his great' Enemy Saul. 
Let there. .be no Dew, neither let | the 
Rain deſcend upon you, - for there the 
Shield of the: Mighty is wity caft away, 


The Shield of 'Saul a5 though he had not 


been Anointed with Oyl. And it is ma- 
nifeſt that-the: ten. Tribes, though 
they knew.very: well that God had 
rejected ' Saul from ibeing . King , and 


 cheſen David:his Servant, the man 


after his- own. heart, to go in'and out 
before his People 1n his ſtead, 2 Sam. 
6. 2, And the Lord ſaid to thee, thou 
(hat feed my 'people Tirael,, and then 
ſhaPt be a Captain cer Tſracl..'. Yet not 


- having an expreſs Commiſſion to for- 


flake him, they did not do 1t, neither 
did they acknowledge David tor their 
King, till after the death of _ 

| nd 
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And then-as if Sazmwe!”s unQtion had 
not been {ufficient, or had extended 
_ the .,Tribes of Benjamin, and 
Faaah, they confirmed and ſtrength- 
ned that Title, which God by the 
Prophet Sapmel/ had given him, by 
Anointing him King - over 1/rae/, in 
Hebrop. 09272, O21 Me 
- Laſtly, Fhough God: by the Voice 
of Jehs, the Son of Hanan, inthe r6: 
Chapter of the firſt book of Kzngs, 
had  reje&ed+ the houſe 'of Bee” 
fom Reigning-any longer over 1/r74- 
et, yet neither. God nor. the Peoph 
did approve of Zzri.,, by whom his 
Syn E1:4h was ſlain. | For: it is ſaid of 
the People, v. 16. that when they heard 
that Limari had Conſired, and had flain 
the; Kjng, - they made Orari the Captain 
of he Hoſt, Kjng over  Iirael. And 
the Isfpir'd Writer of that book, that 
is in etfeft, God himſelf: Brands him 
with the name Traitor, v. 20. 
Now #he reſt of the As of Tinre, 
and his Treaſon that he wrought, are 
they not; written in the book of the 
—_ , of the Kjnegs of Iira- 
(+y FLLM = | 
But I begin to be ſenſible thus is a 


Digreſhon ; 
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'Digreſſion:, therefore to-return; the 
- Cale. of. Ahab has nothing of. difficul- 
ty.n-it, his letting Bexhadaa the King of 
ria eſcape, - 1 Kjngs, c, 20, his un- 


juſt Robbery and Murther of Naborh, 
c..21, beſides his. general CharaQer. 
c. I6. 30. thathe ard Evil inthe. fight 
of the Lord, above all that "mere befone 

»2; do all conſpire to. jufſtifie the ut- 
moſt Rigour of. the divine Juſtice or 
Anger againſt him. 

To: conclude, for the Sons. of  E/z, 


their ' Sins which provoked. God to 


that extremity of Wrath againſt them, 


are ſufficiently deſcribed, . from v. 12. 


to the 25r4,'of that Chapter ,.where- 


in this Story is mentioned, and God's 
deſign to {lay them. is plain, from ©. 


$4. where-it".is prophelied that.they 
ould both die 21+ 4 Day, which is 


exattly. fulblled; ic. 4. . 21, And 


now upon this :Story of. the. Sons of 
E#&/s, I ſhall — the: Judicious 
teſcant of Re: \Devid Kimehs, as 1 find 


| it. jn the Tranſlation: of :Dwſras, it 


being exactly the fenſe of what have 
been all this *'while contending tor. 
Volebat morte. afficere eos, juxta ind, 
pinguefas cor populi: hujus, & arcit, com 
fortavit 
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fortavit \cor Pharaonis, & t#durauit 
Dominus Deus ſpiritum enus, & roboras 
.vit coy ej: Sen{us,: quazdo homo mul- 
tum pecoat, prohibet Dei ab eo vias pe- 
nitentie, ut. recipiat panam ſuam, utque 
que relaquer ſunt, videant . & timeant ; 
ſed. improbus qui non -multum peccat, 4- 
Perit: ef: vias penitentia; fi. voluerit re- 
dire. .  Deihos; dititur, nolo mortem pec= 
'Catoriy,'; Sed:. fi multum ; improbus peccet 
fe reverſus fuerit ad' Dominum ex; tato 
corde ſuo,” & oftenderit haminibus etiam 
reſipiecentiam ſuam perfettam, & appre- 
henderit viam banam ex totd anima ſud, 
& ex cunttis viribus ſuis, in weritate 
recipierur five admittetur pexitentia ejus, 
erttque Deas ei auxilio "in peniten- 
tia, fed probans corde, (that is, o Kap- 
Sroyvigns ) noverat veritatem, & x4 
bat in filiis Eli, cor 'corum now. efſe i per- 
fettum, & licet O_— parrem Ore 
cefſiſſewt 4 Via ſus mala, ſciebat non. fa- 
cere-hoc  ipfos. ex toto corde ſuo, ideo\ wa- 
lait ut :non' audifent woes. patris ſus, & 
puniti\\ſunt + mortutique in improbitate 
ſud', '\atchomines dicerent , improbi fue- 
runt iſti & digns parnd, \atque ita Tuſti- 
ficarent in eis judicium, ie. Becauſe the 
Lord: would flay them ) — 
that 


$ 
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that of the Prophet E/ay : Make the 
heart of this people fat, and it is ſaid; 
the Lord encouraged the heart of Pha« 
raoh, and hardned his Spirit and 
ſtrengthned his heart. The meaning 
of which is this, when a man con- | 
tinues in a long and obſtinate courſe 
of Sin, God does at length hinder 
him from coming to Repentance , to 
the end he may receive condigne 
Puniſhment , and that', all that ſee 
it, may be afraid, to follow ſo perni- 
cious an Example ; but he whoſe 
Sins are not aggravated by ſuch pro- 
voking Circumſtances , - God is. gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to apen him a pallage 
to Repentance and amendment of 
Life, that he'may retutn and: be ſa- 
ved; and of him it is ſaid, I will ot 
the death of 4 Sinner, Nay, ifa man 
have provoked God to ſome extremi- 
ty, yet if he return to theLord with 
all his heart, and -by a good Con- 
verſafion, give vilible proofs of his 
Repentance to the world , and ſhall 
adhere to goodneſs watlx all his Soul, 
and'with' all his: Strength, he ſhall 
then certainly be received again into 


Favour, his Repentance ſhall be a- 
'F © © valleable 
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 vaileable before God, and God haim- 
felf ſhall aſſiſt him by his Grace in 
perfeAting the bleſſed work of Repen- 
tance, But he who is the ſearcher 
of all hearts, knew very well that 
the hearts of the Sons of E/# were not 
right, and that though they had 
Hearkned to the good admonitions of 
their Father, and had as to outward ap- 
pearance forſaken their evil Courſes, 
et he knew their heart would not 
ve gone along with this ap 
pearance, and outward ſhew of A- 
mendment. Therefore it was his 
pleaſure that they ſhould not hear- 
ken to the Voice of their Father, that 
they might be puniſhed, and' periſh 
in their Wickedneſs, that men might 
ſay when they were gone, theſe were 
wicked fellows, and ripe for Puniſhment, 
and by that means juſtifie God's dea- 
ling with them. And to the opinion 
'of Kymchi, I may add the more 
Ancient, and to us Chriftiazs, the 
more authentick Authority of Ter- 
rullian, in his ſecond againſt Mar- 
cio, his words are theſe : Indurat cor 
Pharaonis, ſed meruerat in exitium [ub- 
miniſtrars qui jam negeverat Deum, qui 
Jam 


ates i ood _» Sa f: 


— 
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Jam legatds ejui toties ſuperbus excuſe 
on ; For 56 populo Fr operis my x 
jecerat, Poſtremd qua Egyptius olim 
Deo ret futrat gentilis Taololatrie , Ts 
bin & Crocodilutn citing colews quki 
Deum unam. 1 e, It is true indeed 
that God hardened the heart of Pha« 
ra0þ, but it was becauſe he deſerved 
to be defiroyed, for denying , and 
bidding defiatice td the God of 1/raef: 
Exod.. 5; 2. Fot rejetting and evilly 
entreating his Ambaſſadors, for exers 
ciſing new Cruelties , and impoſing 
new Burthens upon the ap > INh> 
ſtead of freeing theti from thoſe op- 
preſſions which they formerly groa- 


' ned under. Laſtly, In that being ah 


Exyptiaſs, he was by. Conſequence ah | 
Iaolater, 'paying his Devotions to the 
Ibis; and the Crocodile, but negleR- 
ing the worſhip of the true, and o6n- 
ly God. | | | 
- But notwithſtanding the manifeſt 
Plainneſs,, and manifold Evidence: of 
what hath been ſaid , Epiſcopizs and 
Curcelleys, moved only by a too paſſi- 
onate and unphiloſophicall deteſtati- 
on of Calviniſticall opinions, being in 
a bodily fear they ſhould be forced 
F 2 to 
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£0 grant. what they thought to be, 
and what.1s certainly falſe, out of an 
ejcl ela. T: avon; , they are carried as 
far the other way, and ſeek very 
weak Evaſjons to evade the Evidence 
d5-cruth;:;-;: -; * w 

.. Fhe- Sum of what they ſay, for 1 
paſs by their poor Criticiſms, as not 
worthy my Notice, may be redu- 
ced to theile three heads. Firſt, Cum 
ſeriptura dicit , ſaith Curcellews, De- 
wm bogs em induraviſſe, eadem indu- 
ratio homing tribuithr , tanquam gravis 
offenſa & ſevero ſupplicio diana, Exod. 
38. 15, 32. the 9th. 34, 35. @& 13, 
I5. Ilud antem iniquumi foret (6 Dems 
ita percatorem induraret , ut now poſſet 
2:08 indurari.. When the Scripture 
repreſents God , as hardening a Sin- 
ner, yet that very hardening is not- 
withſtanding attributed to the Sinner 
himſelf as a grievous offence, and 
Auch as: is. ' worthy of ſevere Puniſh- 
ment, Exod. 18. 15, 32. the 97h. 
34, 35, and. 13, 15. But now this © 
.muſt needs be unjuſt upon ſuppoſiti- * 
.on that, God does ſo harden him, that 
it is not in his own power to avoid 
It, but this. makes nothing to the Pur: 
= bs POLC. , 


- heart, and God encreaſed this 
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did concur, he hardened his 0 


poſe. For I ſay both of theſe Caules 


IX. 


. 


neſs by a particular Judgment. © The 
firſt wi his Sin, afe nk his Py- 
niſhment,and the Concprrence of both 
theſe Cauſes 'is in my :opinion ſuffit- 
ently ſignified in one of the places 
by him cited, that is to. ſay, Exod 9. 
v. 34, 3 \ The Firſt, v. 34. Where 
this hardening is attributed to him: 
ſelf in theſe words : - And when Pha- 
raoh ſaw that the Rain, and the Hai, 

and the Thunder were © teaſed , "he 


As 


ſinned yet 2m0re, and hardened his hs aft, 


he and his S:ruants. The Second, v: 
5. And the heart of 'Pharaoh was 
ardened, neither would he let the Chil- 

dren of Iſrael go, as the Lord had ſþo- 


ken by Moles ; but. the Loyd” had iſpos 


ken by Moſes, that he'himſelf would 


| harden his heart, fo that he ſhould 


not let the people go : therefore this 
latter verſe 1s to be underſtood of the 
divine Induration, as the other of that 
which was voluntary. and ſpontaneoys. 
in himfelf, which is likewiſe, intima- 
ted in theſe words, and tbe heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, that is, he was' 

F I paſſive 
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ve init, it; was not done. by him- 
ol, but; ;by ſome external Cauſe , 
that ls, by "the. lt Judgment of 


We here 1t may be enquired, whe- 


ther the. divine Induration were |] 


that force and firength, as' to neceſſi- 
tate him ta dg what he-did,, with- 
por the Concurrence of his own will ; 
| myon 1 ſuppoſition that it was not, - 
0 ht have Aﬀed otherwiſe 
than he : 6s, by virtue of his own 
freedom or ſiverty of will, which it 
ſeems was not yet /\ wholly impayred 
as to make him utterly uncapable of 
doing his Duty, and then it would 
not be true ;w at God ſaid to Ms es, 
e, 4+. V. 234. \T will harden his heart, 
that he ſhall not let the people 
Again, if this divine Eicatiry, as 
1 may fo call.it,. were ſufficient of it 
felf to produce the effeQs there men- 
tioned , without the Concurrence of 
the will of Pharaoh himſelf, and 
would certainly moye him to do 
what he did by the ſame degree of 
Neceſſity, by which a ſtore deſcends, 
r ſmoak flies upwards ; then it may 
od ob jeRted on the other ſide, "F 
(© 


4: 


| 


| 
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he was in no manner of fault, on his 
own part ; and therefore it could not - 
be ſaid, as it is, c 8. 34, He ſinned 
yet more and hardened hu heart, he and 
his Servants. 

But to theſe two things I anſwer, 
Firſt, That the divine Judgment 
was of it ſelf ſufficient to produce 
the effeAs mentioned , ſo rhat he 
could not avoid the doing what he 
did; and yet notwithſtanding, that 
the Concurrence of his own will, to- 
gether with this neceſſity 1s a real 
Sin, and includes in it a no leſs guilt, 
than if he had been under no ſuch 
neceſſity at all, and that for theſe 
two reaſons : 

Firſt, That the very nature and 
notion of all Sin conſiſts in a viti- 
ous and depravel1 choice of the mind, 
either dire&ly contrary to the diftates 
of the underſtanding, or for want of 
that heed and attention which ought 
to have been uſed, in order to a right 
reformation of the Judgment 1n the 
matter to be done' or avoided ; and 


. therefore.whereever there is ſucha de- 


praved Choice, there is the Root, the 
Foundation, the formality and conſti- 
| ED tutive 
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tutive nature of Sin, which conſiſts 
in the inward approbation and choice 
pf a wicked aGtion, which ation de- 
fives all its immorality from the in- 
ward intention. of the mind, and is 
not to ſpeak properly the very fin it ſelf, 
but only a ſenſible effet of it, ora 
conveyance of that inward pravity to 
the knowledge of the world _ 
. Secondly, Though the divine Judg- 
ment might have been ſufficient of 1t 
ſelf to bring ſuch or ſuch effects to 
paſs, yet it cannot be denied, but the 
Concurrence of the will together with 
it, muſt needs add to its efficacy and 
ſtrength : and look how great this ad- 
dition 1s, juſt ſo much is the guilt a6- 
cruing or ariſing from that aftion 


which is the effett of both, that is; 
of neceſſity and freedom put toge- 
ther ; and the Caſe is the ſame, as if 
we ſhopld ſuppoſe one Body moved a- 

ainſt another, with that force that 
!1t would infallibly carry it along with 
it, and make it partake of its own 
motion,” and Determination, yet if 
that other Body be at the ſame time 
in motzon, and determined the fame 
way, it cannot be denied; but it is 
WIS. * "WE 4 the . 
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the fitter to receive thoſe impulſes 


-from without, and will the more rea. 


dily comply with them, ſo that though 
it would have been violently ' carried 
to ſuch a place, though it ſhould have 
been quieſcent; when that other Body 
in motion happened to overtake it-; 


yet it is plain that its antecedent mo- 


tion makes it a more eaſe conqueſt to: 
the impreflions ' from . without ,,. and 
though the whole notion be not due to 
its ſelf, yet the facility or encreaſe, or 
Acceleration of it is, and this if the: | 
matter were not indifferent, whi- 


ther it were carried ; and if the Bo- 


dy moving were ſenſible of its moti. 
on, and capable of giving it a Check or 
reſtraint from within, would be either 
culpable or meritorious, in proportion 
to the greater” or lefler degrees of it. 
' Thus I have proved that Sin and 
Neceſlity, though they cannot both be 
from the ſame Cauſe, yet they ma 

well enough be both of them in the 
ſame Perfin, as to the ſelf ſame in- 
dividual Action, neither does that 
Neceſſity which is ſuperadded ' from. 


without, deſtroy the natural and in- 


ternal freedom of the mind, whea. 
gratings _ they 
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they are both of them determined 
the ſame way and direfted to the ſame 
end : but they da on the contrary mu- 
tually encourage and aſſiſt one ano- 


ther, and it 1s in the encreaſe of ac- - | 


ar which the free principle adds 
to the neceſſary Cauſe, or in the en- 
deavour or deſire to add or contribute 
towards it, in which the Nature of 
the Sin conſiſts, which 1s proper on- 
ly to the free Principle, but is by no 
means the reſult ofthe common AQi- 
on ariſing from them both. So that 
it-is manifeſt, as any thing in the 
world can be, that the place newly 
Cited out of Exodus , though the mot 
pertinent to their purpoſe of any 
they can produce, yet proves nothing 
at all againſt that Hypotheſis which 
T have laid down, or to the advan- 
tage of the Curcelian and Epiſcopian -- 
Dottrine. - 

Again, when it 1s ſaid in the place 
above mentioned, that Pharaoh ſinned 
yet more and hardened hu heart , this 
may be underſtood only gl avypwmy, 
hunano more, according to outward 
appearance,and the opinion of the ſtan- 
ders by : For whatſoever Phar goh did, 


let 


\ 
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let it proceed out of what princip| 

it would, whether of Neon Be 
Choice ;' yet by the moſt diligent ob- 
ſerver in the world, it cquld: not be 
diſtinguiſhed from a ſpontagequs and 
voluntary motion of his own mind, 
neither would it indeed ſeem qther- 
wiſe to himſelf, to whom that which 
was in truth Neceſſity , ſeemed no- 
thing elſe but a more abſtinate and 


| impetuous Choice ; God in his-wiſdom 


itching upon this way, to make his 
2uniſhment appear ſo much the more 
exemplary and uſeful to the world, 
by how much his patience had been 
the more provoked, and the Sins of 


_ the offending party more hainous and 


of longer Continuance : this is the 
natural ſence of thoſe words I have 
already cited qut of Dayid Kjmchi, 
Ideo. voluit ut non audirent vogems patris 
ſui, & puniti ſunt mortuique in impro- 
bitate. A, ut homines dicerent , improbi 
fuerunt iſti, & digni pens, atque its 
Juſtificarent in eis judigium, and this is 
likewiſe no other than Groziws his 
own learned and judicious obſervati- 
on as. I have ſince found it, upon 
3 Kings, 13. 14. In the caſe of the 
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man of God who came from Judah z 
and had been tempted , after the de- 
livery of, his meſſage to Jeroboam, by 
the old Prophet of Samaria, to go in- 
to his Houſe, and eat Bread, and drink 
Water, v.19. contrary to the expreſs 
command of God, v. 8. 9. [ Inveniteum 
Leo in vii & occidit] Deo id ſinente,(faith 
he) partim ut prophete dicerent deſtricte 
parere mandatis, partim ut 'Jeroboamus 
#1 Idololatria magis magiſque obdureſce- 
ret, & ſic panarum quas pridem erat 
commeritus juſtitia. magis appareret. 
[ A Lyon met him by the way and 
ſlew him} God ſo permitting 1t to 
be, partly that by his example all 
Prophets might learn hereafter to be 
more punQtual in their obedience to 
the Commands of God, and partly 
that Feroboam by the news of. this e- 
vent might be hardened in his Idola- 
try, on ſo the juſtice of that Puniſh- 
ment which he had long deſerved 
might appear the more viſible to 
men.. Which obſervation of Grotize, 
if you.conſider that he himſelf con- 
fefſes how much he is beholden to 
many whom he has not named, in 
his preface to his learned Notes up- 

_ on 
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on the Evangeliſts, may ſeem to have. 
been borrowed from Joſephas, who 
in the Eighth of his Antiquites has 
theſe words concerning that very oc- 
CUITEACE, Tavra & eWtTo, vine, XaTx 
Thy T3 rs Cunnow, 0Wws pl Tepoiyer mos 
T8 idSorO. N6yors 1eeg-oxpuOs 2AnngypYs v 
4L96., that is, this hapned as I con- 
ceive, by the will and appointment. 
' of God, that Jercboam might not hear- 
ken to the words of Jadon,. (/o he 
calls the man of God )who by this Judg- 
. ment overtaking him was not unrea- 
{onably ſuſpeCted to be a falſe, Prophet. 
\ Let us now. briefly examine thoſe 
other places produced by Carceliexs, to 
prove that this hardening was [not 
of God, but was wholly owing to the 
ſtubborn perverſneſs of Pharaoh him- 
ſelf, which places are theſe, Exod. 8. 
V. I5, 32. and c. 'I7.. v. #6 18 
a of the firſt place are theſe, 
But. when Fharaoh ſaw that there was 
reſpite, he hardened his heart and harken- 
ed not unto. them, as the Lord had ſaid ; 
of the Second © theſe, And Pharaoh 
hardened his heart at this time alſo, 
neither would he let the' people go; of 
the Third theſe, And it came 70 peſt 
: a when 


=» 
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when Phataoh world hardly let ws po; 
that the Lord flew all the firſt-born in 
the Lakd of £8) , Itt all which three 
places in the judgment of this Wrzirey; 
this hardening 1s interpreted to be 
the Action of Pharaoh himſelf; 

Now though as to the Second in- 
ftance I might oppoſe to the opinion 
of Currellews, the Authority of the 
vulgar Lative which trafflates it in 
that place, & ingravatur: eft cor Pha- 
rz0n#, by words of a paſſive ſignifica- 
tion, yet that I ſhall not ſtand upon. 

But IT anſwer Firſt, as hath been 
faid already that both might be and 
were aQtually true, both that he had 
hardened his own heart, and that it 
_ received a further hardening, a ſtrong- 
er and more inflexible degree of ſtitt- 
neſs and obduration by the juſt 
Judgment of God. 

Secondly, As hath been likewiſe 
intimated already , theſe expreſſions 
may be referred not to the reality of 
things as they were in themſelves, 
but to the outward appearance of 
them in the opinion of the world. 

But then Thirdly and Laſtly , It is 


plain from the firſt of theſe places, 
Exod. 
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- Exod. 8, 15, That Phaydoh's harden- 
ing his heart , and his not hearkning 
to Moſes and Aaron are one and the 
ſame thing, for it is {aid he hardened 
his heart, and hearkned not unto them, 
4s the Lord had ſaid; but now his not 
hearkning to Moſes and Azron might 
well enough be the cfeQ@ of a divine 
Judgment, therefore it is plain that 
his hardening his heart may likewiſe 
be oweing to the ſame Cauſe. So 
it is ſaid of Rehoboam that he heark- 
ned not unto the people, 1. Kynegs 12. 
15, - But yet notwithſtanding it im- 
mediately follows, for the canſe was 
from the Lord, that he might perform 
his ſaying, which the Lord fpake by A- 
bijalr _ Shilomzte, «xto Jeroboam 
the Sox of Nebat. And again, v. 24. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not go ”p 
nor ft againſt your Brethren, the 
Children of Iſrael, return every man 
go his Houſe, for this thing s from 
me, 
But this oe gy” I have aſt 
mentioned ſupplies Epiſcopees with a 
{ſecond objetiion, ale - call ſaw 
that there was reſpite, upon which words 
he hath this remark : 1» Pharaone 

res 
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ves liquet, induravit illum dens ea aiti- 
one, que miaxinie eum emollire & pote- 
Fat & debebat, widelicet att ione pure pu- 
ze bonitatis tollendo, ſcilicet plag as inflic- 
Fas ad voluntatem . & defiderium ipſins. 
And again, manſiſſet ſine. dubio in Pha- 
raone hwec dimittezidi voluntas , ſi dews 
manum iſtam ad preces Molis & deſideri- 
um Pharaonis »on ſuſtuliſſet, ablatio- 
rem itaque iſtam cauſam vel occaſionens 
indurationis fuiſſe dicendum eſt,. at quis 
ablationem iſlam attionem appellet que 
ſui vi induraverit Pharaonis animum, 
ac non potins ſervierit ut Pharaoh is 
voluntate dimittendi populum confirma- 
yetur. 
The meaning of alt which is in 
ſhort this, God hardened Pharaoh he 
faith, by that AQtion which ought 
rather to have melted him! into Re- 
pentance ' arid Obedience to the 
meſſage ſent by Moſes, ſo then it is 
confeſſed he did. harden him, which 
1s all I contend for, but it ſeems he 
did it a new way, and indeed a ve- 
ry ſtrange one, by making uſe of 
thoſe means winch were naturally 
| fitted to ſoften and mollifie his tem- 
per ; For there 1s no queſtion, w_ 
Ie, 
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he, but Pharaoh would always have, 
been of the .ſame mind t6 let the peo- 
ple go, if thoſe Judgments-which are 
recorded to have betallen' the. Egypri- 
ans had always continued ; but it was, 
the removal of thoſe Judgments and 
the reſpit given him betwat them, 
which was the true reaſon of this In- 
duration, and yet afterward he cries, 
guts ablationem iſtam actionem appellct , 
ue [ua wi induraverit Pharaonits aui-: 

2mm ? Who would call that remoyal 
an Action, which by its own proper 
ſtrength hardened the heart of Pha- 
ravh ? So that it ſeems it wasa Canle, 
and it was not; that 1s, in plain Engs 
liſh; Epiſcopins has brought Inmfelf 
into an inconvenience and-would tain, 
get out of it if he knew but. how : 
For he ſayes rightly that a privation, 
cannot be a Cauſe of a Gol and! po-, 
ſitive EfteQ. : and therefore. God's rc:- 
moving his Judgments at the Prayer 
of Miſes that is, the abſence of thoſc 
Judgments ;, being no more; this 
could not harden his heart, very 
right ; it would have. been well if he 
had been always of this ming, but 1e 
tells you above, induravit illum De: 
G Ee: 
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ea afFione, God did harden his heart 
y. this Adtion. The Sum of all 
which 1s, that he is 1n a- great ftrait 
and wants ſome body - to © help. him 
out, for this way which heis in will 
never do. | | TRWOY 
It is certain that Pharaoh's heart | 
was hardened, that 1s, he was obſti- 
nately reſolved not to let the people 
go, before any meſſage by Moſes came 
to him, -and this was that which the 
Ezyptian Kings all along | feared and - - | 
endeavoured to prevent, and this was 
the reaſon of their ſetting hard Task- 
Maſters over them, c. 1. v. 1o, 11: 
Let ns deal wiſely with them , leſt they. 
multiply and it come to paſs, that when 
there fall out any War, they 'joyn alſo 
unto our Enemies, and ſo get them up 
out of the Land, therefore they did ſet 
over them hard T1 ask-Maſters. What 
then can be more clear than that they: 
were prepared- before hand, not to 
hearken to the meſſage of Moſes; as 
indeed without. a Miracle -they had 
no reaſon to believe it a divine Meſ- 
ſage? but when Moſ-s did work fo: 
many Miracles, why did he not then! 
upon: his producing theſe ae 
| 0 


/ 


of. a divine mifhidn.Jifitt: the people 


to depart ?/ why-2theyagellaschit: this 


Magicians: did.ithe; Jamie things; ' ab 


therefore Pharaoh chad n& tnore: :raas 
fon to':betieve . ons{/than thei otheet 
right, 'bat whe the! 'Magrc2ans threw 


 ſe]ves were baffled 4hd!ocnfefſed, that 


the finger af God was 'there;' then 'er> 
tainly he: was! left without "exente; 
and yet his' hardneſs :Tontinued ; »{o 
that ic is 'plain; he wasikardenedbe- 
fore any Miracles. were wrought;nor 
any Judgnients'infliced; which Judg- 
ments; i:defore they were! anflifte 
could:not he removed: z:ambhow the 

tan that removal be':thercanſe: of -an 
effect , »whichl is at kaſtowo removes 
in the order: of nature beforear? © 


And what Epiſcoptas "attributes to 


the intermifion of ſudements.,;. that 
Carcellcax. inputes' to! the' ſmatlneſs:or 
the lightneſs of them ,: but” r''1s a 
ftrarige- thing that all the Rivers" be- 
ing turned into blood, the Lands bemg 
filled with: Frogs,” and Lice; -and Flies, 
and 'Catterpillers , all the Inhabitants 
ſtumbling upon one anotherin'a'diſcon- 
{olate and mournful Darknefs, and tor 
mented all over with Blaines, Botches, 

G 2 and 
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and: Ulcers, all 'their fruits, devoured, 
their Waters poiſoned , their ;Bodies 
difeaſed ; all the warmth .light and 
comfort of the 'Sun intercepted , not 
ſo much n the' Moon, - nor the leaſt 
glimpſe of a- Star 'or Planet appea- 
ring, that. theſe ſhould Frapm a6 - 
on-as: {\mall-matters, but what.will not 
ſotne- men” do, rather -than. confeſs 
they 'areina miſtake? . || | 
-» Beſides: :the: lightneſs of Judgments 
cannot” be-a/-Cauſe as being' a: priva- 
tion, for all' that'was felt 'in thoſe 
ends: was troubleſome . and 
heavy ; :anditheir lightneſs, if indeed 
they may :be called light,  corifiſted 
only in _this\, that they were not 
more heavy than they were: and if 
this had ſuch - efficacy: to: harden the 
heart of Pharaoh, how hard would it 
have :been! had there: been | ng Judg4 
ments atall ?, =. $ 

'So that Tteaving: theſe Writers to 
-maintain. their own poſt: for them- 
elves, which indeed: 1s fo: diſadvan: 
tageous;; that no, man who is not 
very hardy will undertake the defence 
of it, I fay that Pharaoh was ante- 
_cedently vyilited, before the — 
0 
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of any of 'theſe Judgments: whether 
reat or ſmall; : and much; more: be: 

ore the Remifſions, or -intervals of 
any of them with a. Spiric-of -Stapts 
dity, and benummed hardneſs ;- by 
which it came to paſs that in 'his 
grievous vexations | and - oppreſſions 
of the 1/rachites, he had no manner 
of ſenſe of Juftice' or of Mercy. ; nei« 
ther did he' make any reflections up- 
on that Nemeſis or vindicative.juitice; 


. which runs through the world , and 


preſides over; humane' affairs, for the 
prote&ion-of the innocent; - and fop 
the puniſhment of Violence and ins 
juſtice. This St. Pal after. the Pfg- 
phet 1/aiah, Iſai. 26. 10.. calls the 
{ſpirit of ſlumber, Rom. 11. 8. God 
hath given them the: ſpirit of ſluns- 
ber, Exe that they ſhould not ſee, antl 
Ears that they ſhould hot hear unto this. 
day. A Narcotick , Lethargick , As 
popleCtick , 'drowſy Spirit , inſeofiblg 
both of-Duty-and of Danger ; and as: 
men in fits of a Lethargy,' or an Ap 
poplexy, are awakned (ſometimes into 
{ome degree 'of Senſation, by Bliftry 
and cu ins Glaſſes, . and ſcarrificati, 
Ons _s Auch w_ painful Remedies. 
$85 
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asi thoſe aren- Bnt yet afterwards may 
rolbpſe* mmtgi-thar. former ſleep, for 
the-.Cure::of: which thete. Remedies 
had mot power ſufficient ; eſpecially 
when the: pain begins! to: mitigate 
whictr ariſes rom them. So: it was 
here, Juch diſmal ; and-{ych univer- 
falFudgments as overſpread the whole 
hand of Exypr:;did: for the:preſent as 
waken the Inhabitants into.'. ſome 
ſsnſe of their Sin, and. of their : Dan- 
et"; . but as foon: as theſe Calamities | 
were paſt by, they pleaſed themſelves 
with a vain:opiniorm that all was. o- 
ver ; they. were but the'more-incen- 
fed againſt the Iſraelites, whom they 
tboked. upon as 'the  occafion' of all 
thoſe Calamities which 'befel them : 
And the morg reſolved nor: to ſuffer 
them. to. departz:till at laft. the Firſt 
byrz in” every'-Houſe., being ſlain; 
fych . an inexpteſſible Terrotir did 
fmite every Heart ,' and: >ſhake every 
Breaſt with: a fearful apprehenſion of 
what-might*befall [themoſelves;: that 
Wy they/Fnetlyxeſolved ro let them 

'Nay,? it 4&faid; Exod,” 12. 36. 


Fhab the Lord gave-the people favour in 
the froht of the Epyptians;-ſo- that. they 


lent 
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lext unto them ſuch things: as they rex 
quired , and they. ſpoiled the. Egyptians, 
+» Which without an other Miracle 
of infatuation could not have been; 
and yet whenall this was paſt, and the 
Iſraelites were atually gone, when 
all rhe danger was oyer, and they 
had nothing now, as- they thought 
to conlider, but what they -ſhould 
lole by the departure of. the 1/raet- 
ztes ; the former obſtinacy' and hard- 
neſs returned, they re{olved again ng. 
to let them go, but purſued after 
them, and were at length utterly de- 
{troyed in the Rea-Sea. | 

Their third and laſt ob-. 
. ; ; , | Ta = OW 
jection is this, that if it 7 05s 
be true, that God does re- - p. 154," © 
ally harden mens hearts, | 
and blind their Eyes, 1-he fills them 
with falſe Images, and erroneous re- 
preſentations of tlungs ,. 1a order- to 
their Deſtruction; then. he 1s 1n-all 
theſe inſtances a Deceiver, which they 
are very tender of allowing the God 
of truth to be, but without reaſon, 
for though it be very true what St. 
James fauh, Fames 1. 13, 14. God 
cannot be tempted with Evil, neither 
| G 4 rempteth 
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 tempteth he. any man, but every man” is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own luſt and enticed; yet this mult be 
underſtood only of thoſe who are not 
= erfectly given up to a reprobate 
enſe, for ſuch will never ſay they 
are tempted of God, being not ſen- 
fible- that they are tempted at” all to 
do any thing which 1s amiſs, but 
"what they do, they do without ſcruple 
and without remorſe. But for others 
who have ſo long perſiſted in a courſe 
&f Sin, that"'it becomes now almoſt 
neceflary. that they ſhould be made 
examples of the divine Juſtice, as 
they have been of a long time of his 
patience and*' forbearance with them, 
he may not only juſtly withdraw all 
aſſiſtance of his grace, but he may uſe 
all other means, which may moſt 
effeCtually contribute to the ſatisfatti- 
on of his juſtice by their DeſtruRi- 
: on. It is true that God would not 
that any man ſhould periſh, but that all 
- ſhould come to the knowleage of the truth, 
that ſo they "may be ſaved; but yet it 
- 15 every whit as true, that he: may 
be ſo far provoked as not only to with- 
draw all fupetnatural Aſſiſtances, but 
- Vo; uy yy OR. LI LEG ap RR E even 
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even to deprave and vitiate the-facyl- 
ties of Nature ſo far, that-'they ſhall 
be utterly uncapable'of making a right 
uſe of themſelves. -: *t- ni? - ihe 
. Neither 1s there any reaſon 'or. 
ground, for that extream pain and 
trouble which many Divines are Ih, \ 
left God by this means ſhould 'be 
thought the- Author of Sin, for the 
thing in it ſelf is utterly unpoſfible ; 
and therefore they will do well here- 
after, not to trouble themſelves or 
the world any further about it: for 
upon ſuppoſition, that any man - be 
neceſſitated even by God himſelf to- 
do a determinate AQtion ; or.that the 
habit of his mind is ſo far depraved 
by the divine Judgment , that he is 
carried out with a vialent inclination, 
to thoſe Attians that go by the'woek 
Names : In this caſe he is not looked 
upon as a {pontaneous - Agent ; 
having loſt all ſenſe of goodneſs, be- 
ing dead to all the differences of good 
and evil, and being given .over tq 
the governance of maſterleſs and un- 
ruly Paſſians, but they are to be af- 
ſcribed to that cauſe by which this 
neceſlity is impoſed, they are nat his 
fr. Attions, 
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A&ions; but they are the Aftions of 
him by whom he himſelf is Acted ; 
therefore they cannot be Sins, becauſe 
all Sin is an offence againſt God, 
- God cannot offend againſt him- 
I dd not fay that God does really 
and Renty: o every Action, which 
4 deſperate and irreclaimable man as 
- Tuch "commits, but theſe ACtions may 
be and are the effeC&t partly of a- long 
contrafted' habit, which is next kin 
to a — 1in it ſelf; partly of the 
divine Detelidtion by withdrawing ſa 
much of the common grace and afliſt- 
ance of. his holy Spirit ; partly of the 
influence and buſie tampering _ of 
wicked and degenerate Spirits; part- 
ly that God himſelf having firſt taken 
rom him 'the ordinary uſe of com- 
mon Reaſon, as he did in the caſe 
of Nebuchadnezzrr, and fo put him 
mto the condition of a Bruit; he 
does then to render Vice loathſome 
or ridiculous, or exemplary to the 
world,” by a particular At of his 
will,  fatther inflame and heighten 
this Madneſs, unto all manner of ex- 
travaſance anl exceſs, which —_ 
. tne 
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the. ctiect of ſo many-neceſlities com- 
bined into one, .js agt any longer. tg 
be looked upon under the notion of a 
Sin, but as. the -efle& of a (fatality 
which cannot be avoided.” And Iam 
really: of opinion that the inſtances of 
Abſalom's lying - with - his- . Fathers 
Concubines, in- the face of . the. Sun 
in the 91d Teſtament, and of -Judze 
betraying his Lord and Mafter,.and 
our common Saviour in the new, . one 
of : which was foretold by Nathax to 
David, the other by the Prophet Da- 
via, himielf to all mankind, are. 40- 
fances,to this purpoſe, whole force 
4nd eyidence it will be impoſſible tor 
any» man fairly to dechne.. .. And to 
ſeek evaſions where there 1s no. need, 
15:but to turn Divinity into the Gyp- 
ſe, canting of Phanazick, and expole 
it to the contempt of -Atheiſtical and 
irreligtous- perſpns., - rg A 
;Ir.1 To far from being true, that 
God does never deceive. or impale 
upoh bad men, that he does it ſome- 
times-to the good, and. yet he is the 
God of truth all this while .3- that is, 
he:cannot be deceived. himlielf., and 
he never. deceiveth others but for the 
< good 
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good of the world. The dreams and 
viſions, which the Prophets of the old 
Teſtament were uſed to ſee, were 
not real but imaginary and fantaſtick 
things, which did notwithſtanding 
[mk pom real Events ; and they them- 
elves were generally a fort of extra- 
vagant, and ſeemingly diſtratted peo- 
ple, if they were not really ſo, hoo- 
ted at by Boys as Eliſha was, deſpiſed 
and ſet at nought by men, as the ſame 
Prophet was by Jeb Captains, and 
Saul when the Spirit of God and of 
rophecy came ppon him, ſtript him- 
elf ſtark naked, and went without 
his Cloaths for an whole Night and 
Day - together , in which prophetick 
fits there is no queſtion but they had 
other orcheollend of things 'than 
other Mortals ; and conſequently in 
moſt -of them were diceived. j 
Again to put the matter yet fur. 
ther out of Queſtion, the Pſal/mi/# 
tells us that the wicked ſhall not live 
out half his days - Length of days 
ts the ſanQtion of the fifth Command. 
ment, honour thy Father and thy Mo- 
ther , that thy days ray be long in the 
Land, which the Lord thy Gol 6: 294 
Fee, 
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thee: And the Wiſeman among other 
advantages of wiſdom, that is, of vir« 
tue and goodneſs, which is indeed 
the true Policy , and - the -only 'Wile 
dom , reckons theſe : Length of dayt 
is at her right hand, and at her. left 
hand Riches and Honour. | Which pla- 
ces are not ſo. to be underſtood, as if 
the only ſenſe were that this is the 
natural conſequence of honeſt! and 
virtuous Courſes ;; and that ' Sin-and 
Miſery are by nature-linked- together, 
though this be true too, but 1t 1s al- 
{oi meant that God himſelf doth in- 
terpoſe by the ſecret, Concurrence of 
his; power and will, to the puniſh- 
ment of Vice, - and- to the - ſupport; 
encouragement .and proſperous: con- 
dition. of true' Religion and. Virtue : 
he does often. cut' oft' the, wieked'! in 
the midſt of their Sins | by;;aiparticui= 
lar Judgment; he . viſits ther with 
Diſeaſes, Poverty, Diſgrace,, Con- 
tempt, and .Shame. [He ' ſmote the 
Egyptians with Blanes, the, Sodomites 
with Blindneſs, the Philiftines with: 
Emerods. And St. Paul ſpeaking of 
theſe Corinthians who were unwarth 
partakers of the bleſſed Engpari t, 
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faith, 1, Cor; 11. 30. For this cauſa 
many are weak and th among you, ana 
muny fle F &s 318 281 
-.It hath been always a part- of _ the 
Rehgion® of mankind; as well as it 1s 
how, 'with good Reaton,; the general | 
belief. of the Chriſtian world; that 
fweeping” | Peftilences',, deſtruQtive 
Wars, arid all 'epidemical and pope 
lick Bvils\arci owing - to the juſt hand 
of Providence, for the puniſhment of 
the'Sitis' of men. Now if God: may 
vifit men” with Plagues and Diſeaſes : 
If he:'may by an expreſs A&t of : lis 
will.caft/aman into 4 violent” and 
burmiig Feavour ; which no mail 
will fp ny,” but he may.: If men ina 
Feavony are ſubje&t to dehrancy, and 
to: raveing'; to have falſe notions and 
miſtaken -apprehenſions of rig to 
pleaſe' themſelves, with vain ho S; 
bo' be fiPd with imaginary and fan- 
taſbick fears, which is every whit 'as 
certain' as the other ; then 1t follows 
plainly, -not only that God may; but 
that he doth in very many inſtances 
aftually deceive, for cauſa cauſe eft-cauſa 
Cauſati,' he that is cauſe of the Fea: 
vour' its felff, - is the cauſe” of alt 
odd inhas thole 
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thoſe deluſions that derive their.' Ort 
> Now Sin it {elf is indeed':nothing 
elſe but the ſickneſs of! the mind; 1t 
is the effect of a crazy .and-wdiftem» 
pered Spirit, or of a luxuriant; and 
brutiſh Body, whoſe Spirits: ars'td6 
maſterleſs, and blood toa: unruly to 
hear the Voice of reaſon, -:\or; ſibmi 
themſelves to the government aftruth 
and Wiſdom : and why may -not this 
as well as any other bodily diſtem- 
per or indiſpoſition be the- efte& ' of 
_ a divine: Judgment, as well as\it is 
oftentimes of our inadvertency, and 
want-of due conſideration ? only with 
this difference, that in the Jatter caſe 
it .is: areal Sin, 'but in; the: former: at 
has. ad extra [the appearance of Sin; 
but-in truth and reallity 1ts: nothing 
ſo, as: being though the conſequence 
of: former Sins, yet the effect of a 
preſent necefſity and force, .-; .«. 
«.T' ſhall conchide - this. Diſcourſe 
which grows very. tedious tam ſelf; 
as well as I am\fureat muſt be rowrhets; 
with''theſe "following ſhort-Qbſqrva- 
tions 'to the »advantage\r.af «xuhat 
has been. faid.. :Firft, Jn that $ou's 


hardening 


96 T he middle way betwixt 
hardening the hearts of impenitent 
and wicked men, in order to thei? 
after Ruine, both in this world and 
the next, there is nothing which is 
not very conſonant to the expreſs an- 
thority of Scripture : | beſides thoſe 
Teſtimonies I have already produced, 
you. may. pleaſe at your leiſure to 
— theſe that follow, Math. 13; 

: Whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be 
| Shes; aud he ſhall have abundance, but 
whoſoever hath not, from him "ſpall be 
taker even that he hath, Rev. 22, IT; 
He that is unjuſt , let him be unjuſt 
ſtill, and he that is filthy, let him be fil 
4 fri, 1.. Theſ. 5. 9. Quench »ot 

Spirit, that is, fo utterly extin- 
it it; by reſiſting . perpetually its 
rieadly motions that .it ſhall never 
returnany mote, 1, Tim. 4. 2. Speak- 
ing lies in Fhpoeri p e, having their Con: 
ſciences:fexred with a hot Iron, Math, 

12. 32. Ofthe Sin againſt the Holy 
Gh ;\ Which conſiſted 1 in attributing 
the. Miracles of our | Saviour to- the 
efficiency of infernal Spirits, it is ſaid, 
WWhoſoever 7 -up ans againſt the Son 
224; it {ball be forgiven him, but whoſo-' 


ever 2-year 4g 4inſt rhe Holy Ghoſt ri - 
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[hall not be forgiven him, neither in this 

- trorld, neither in the world to come. Of 
the relapſing to 'Idolatry, after ha- 
ing been under the convictions of the 
truth of the Chriſtian Religion, itis 
faid in the firſt Epiſtle general of Sr. 
John, c,'s. v. 16: There is a Sin un- 
to Death, IT do not ſay that he( that is 
our Brother ) ſhall pray for it; that is, 
there is great danger, that it will 
be to no purpole ; inaſmuch as God 
will ſcarce ever hear or anſwer our 
Prayers, which are put up in behalf 
of fuch a perſon ; and of the ſame ſin 
the Author to the Hebrews ſays, £6. 
w. 4, 5, 6. It i impoſſible for them 
who were once emliohtned; ana have 
faſted of the betvenh gift, aud were 
mate: partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have #aſted' the good word of God, ahd 
the powers of the world to come, if they 
ſhall fall away, to renew them again un- 
#0 RepeRtance, 'Which laſt place con- 
firs what I have already ſaid, thar 
God does in the language of K7mcbr, 
obſPutre & obſerare vias penitentie, he 
does purpoſely hinder men in fome 
caſes from coming to Repentance ; be- 
caU{S to repent —_ to be forgiven are 
14. 
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ina: manner the ſame thing, neither is 
there any ſo hainous and notorious of- 
fender who might not eſcape ifan hear- 
ty Repentance at the laſt caſt would 
"A which 1s exattly the ſenſe of that 
place of the Prophet [/atah, c. 6. v. 10. 
Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make ' their Ears heavy, and ſhut their 
Eyes, left they ſee with their Eyes, and 
hear with their Ears, and underſtand 
with their heart, and convert and be 
healed, The ſecond to the Toys alonians, 
£.2.V.1I, 12. God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
delufions, that they ſhould believe «lie, 
that they all might be damned, who be- 
lieve not the truth, but have pleaſure in 
werighteouſneſs. 

Laſtly, To name no more in the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, c. 1. v. 24, 
25, God gave them, that is, the Hea- 
then world, alſo up to uncleannef,through 
the luſts of” their own hearts, &c. Who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, 

and worſhipped, and ſerved the Creature, 
wore than -'s Creator. v.26, 28.8c. For 
this cauſe God gave them up unto wile 
AﬀetHions, and even as they did not like 
80 retain God in their Knowledge, God 
gave rhem up over to a reprobate mind, 
fo 
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to do thoſe things which are not Conve- 
nient, being filled with Unrighteouſnefs 
Fornication, Wickednefi, Covetouſneſſ» 
Maliciouſnefs, full of Envy, Murther » 
Debate, Deceit, Malignity, Whiſpererss 
Backbiters, haters of God, Deſpiteful » 
Proud, Boaſters, inventers of Euil, thingsy 
ad:ſobedient ro Parents, without Unaey- 
anding , Covenant-breakers, without na- 
tural Aﬀettion, Unplacable, Unmerciful, 
than which 1 chink a worſe Character 


cannot poſſibly begiven. 
Secondly, There is nothing in this 


Hypotheſis, but what is very agree- 


able to reaſon ; but this I have alrea- 
dy ſufficiently inſiſted upon : there- 
fore I ſhall add no more, unleſs it be 
that whereas ſome are pleaſed in ma- 
ny caſes, where they need not, to take 
the work out of God's hands, and 
aſcribe what is done to the Malice 
and Cruelty of evil Spirits, working 
by his permiſſion in the hearts of the 
Children of Diſobedience : it muſt be 
remembred, ; 
Firſt, That this in many particular 
Caſes cannot be proved. 
| Secondly, That theſe two Caſes are 


not incompatible with one another, 
H 2 as 
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as I have ſhown already. TLaftly, - if 
it be enquired how the Devils: come 
to be thus ſpightful and malicious, 
one anſwer may be, that they are 
actuated by the divine Judgment 


with a Spirit of Rage, Envy, andill | 


Will, which 1s one part of their tor- 
ment, -and one reaſon of all the mil- 
chief they do. 4 IV  . 
Thirdly , There is - no bad conſe- 
quence attending ſuch a DoEtrine' as 
this, 1t will not drive men upon' de-! 
{pair , becauſe the- very ſuppoſition 
of ſuch a thing deflroys it ſelf ; his 
very deſpair, if he can ' be poſſeſſed 
with any ſuch melancholy paffion, 
is a certain Sign that his mind is yet- 
tender, capable of recovering its Toft 
Beauty and' Brightneſs, and of being 
again a ft receptacle | for the influ- 
ences of the bleſſed Spirit,to co-operate 
with his honeſt and pious endeavonrs 
of making-an effetual and thorough 
Reformation, Kal Fe 
Laſtly, There is this ineſtimable be- 
neft 1n it, that it puts us perpetually 
« upon our watch ; becauſe it ' 1s ar 
God's own arbitrary will and plea- 
ſure when he will take the forſeityrc of 
our 
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our Sins, when he will ſhut vu 
the gates of Heaven, and obſtruct 
the paſſages to Repentance and amend- 
ment of Life : therefore it behoves us 
all the more diligently to endeavour 
to make our calling and elettion ſure, 
to work out our Salvation with fear and 
trembling, and to take heed leſt their 
be in any of us an evil heart of unbelief 
in departing from the living God, to 


 exhort one another daily, while it us cal- 


led to day, leſt any of us be hardened 
through the deceitfulneſi of Sin. 


The End. 
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